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Friday. the 7th November, 1969

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 11 am., and read
prayers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF FIJI
Visit of The Hon. R. G. Kennode

and Mrs. Kermode
THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): I wish to announce that The Hon.
R. G. Kenuode, the Speaker of the Leg-
islative Council of Fiji, and Mrs. Ker-
mode are visiting this Parliament today
and I propose to invite them to seats on
the floor of the House during the course
of the sitting.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE RON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (11.6
am.]: Due to the early sitting today some
of the answers to questions asked by
members have not yet arrived. Might
I suggest that the Ministers answer
questions at 2.30 p.m.

The PRESIDENT: If members are
agreeable questions will be answered at
2.30 p.m.

MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AM1ENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 6th November.

THE HON. G. W. BERRY (Lower
North) [11.7 am.]: I rise to support the
Bill. Last year, at the Invitation of the
board, some members paid a very informa-
tive and Instructive visit to the board. We
saw the operations of the board and we
had discussions with its members. I was
very pleased to have had the opportunity
to go along to see what happens at this
place.

If members availed themselves of the
opportunity to see what happens at the
Egg Board and heard the different Ideas
expressed by the members of the board,
and saw the operations Involved in the
handling of eggs, they would have a better
appreciation of what the board does for
the producers and the consumers of eggs.
I support the Bill.

THE HON. C. R. ABBEY (West) [11.0
aim.]: I also rise to support the Bill. There
are some amendments on the notice paper,
and I feel I can support at least one of
them-that is, the amendment to be moved
by Mr. Dolan to delete all the words after
the word "is" in line 35 of clause 5, and
substitute the word "repealed." I feel that

any move which will more or less merely
Prolong the life of the Act rather than
make it permanent is unnecessary.

I believe we are now in a position to
give the industry the advantage of having
the Egg Marketing Board as a permanent
institution. There is no reason whatso-
ever to limit the life of the Act, so I intend
to support the repeal of section 40.

This small Bill will mainly affect the
administrative procedures of the board,
and it appears to be a wise move and one
which will rationalise certain appoint-
ments. In general, it may be regarded as
a good move. Unfortunately, it appears
that the industry was not informed that
this move was to be made and, although
it will not be particularly affected, it does
appear to me that the producer members
of the board are not, perhaps, carrying
out their function in keeping the industry
Properly apprised of what is going on.

It would have been courteous at least
had the Poultry Growers' Association been
kept in the picture. It is interesting to
consider what has been happening in the
egg producing industry over the years. In
the 1930s the industry was going through
a very difficult time, as indeed it is now,
and it was seeking some rationalisation of
the marketing methods. This was opposed.
generally, by the people concerned-main-
ly by the Department of Agriculture-who
felt that any changes might be unwise;
and it took the war years to make the
Commonwealth Government decide that
egg marketing had to be rationalised and,
accordingly, that Government set up an
egg marketing organisation with the Direc-
tor of Agriculture (Mr. Baron Hay) in
charge as deputy controlleix

Although prior to his appointment Mr.
Baron Hay had opposed any rationalised
marketing organisation he later apparently
saw the light, because in 18 months he had
proposed and had accepted by the Gov-
ernment a proposition to set up an egg
marketing board. I understand that Mr.
Baron Hay was in charge of the board
at this time.

We have a parallel situation at the mo-
ment because the industry is going through
some very difficult times. A good deal of
fluctuation is occurring in the price struc-
ture and we have the stupid situation
where we continue to export eggs, both in
pulp and in shell, at a very considerable
loss. Today eggs on the overseas market
are worth 50 per cent, less than on
the local market. They are well below the
cost of production to the producer and It
is a thoroughly stupid situation all around.
It should not be allowed to continue.

This situation is costing the local con-
sumer more for his eggs because if there
is a loss it must be averaged over the entire
industry, and at the present time the net
Price received by the producers is some-
thing like 40c a dozen. This gives a very
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small margin over costs, and we have the
situation where the producer is getting
several cents less than he should, because
of this loss on the export market.

I am sure it would be very wise to insti-
tute some form of licensing. I understand
that in New South Wales at this very
moment an exhaustive analysis is being
made of a possible licensing procedure and
a very good system has been worked out;
it is one I am sure that could be of great
advantage to both the producer of eggs
and the consumer.

Let us never lose sight of the fact that
egg production is a family concern and it
is, therefore, reasonable that Governments
-both State and Commonwealth-should
try to preserve this industry as a family
industry. It is obvious that there are
large firms showing a considerable interest
in the egg producing industry because it is
one that lends itself to large scale opera-
tions under the cage system.

I think it is time our Government, at
least, had a close look at the position and
decided that now is the time to institute
some rationalisation of the egg producing
industry. I sincerely hope the Minister for
Agriculture will have a close look at the
situation, and I do ask the Minister In
charge of the Hill here to convey this hope
to him.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Where is the
best export market for eggs and poultry
these days?

The H-on. C. Rl. ABBEY: It is such a
small market that I am not sure which
would be the best market. The best price
for shell eggs would probably be around
20c.

The Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: Where to?
The Hon. C. Rt. ABBEY: I am not aware

of the destination because there seem to
be so few markets. There is probably a
small market In Asia.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I think it is
around the Gulf of Aden.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: That is right.
The great difficulty is that although our
egg marketing organisation is a live one
with a good administrative officer and
chairman-they are both doing a tremen-
dous job-it is found that, because of a
lack of rationalisation between the States,
markets which are established and to
which eggs are exported in large quanti-
ties suddenly disappear because the East-
ern States-particularly New South Wales
-have far too many eggs to be absorbed in
their own communities and accordingly
they take over these markets.

This is a serious situation. I appreciate
that a licensing system to be fully effect-
ive should be established on a Common-
wealth-wide basis. I think there is some
chance that the former opposition in New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Aus-
tralia, is perhaps lessening and I feel that

the proposal before the New South Wales
authority could well mean that we will
have established a Commonwealth-wide
scheme.

I sincerely hope this will eventuate very
soon. An indication of the trends is
shown in the hatching figures-figures for
chickens hatched in commercial hatcheries.
Table '7 shows that 1,077,000 chickens
were hatched in Western Australia in
1965-66; in 1966-67 the number of
chickens hatched was 1.253,000; in 1967-
68-when there
chickens were
there was again
hatched. The
indicate that
hatched, which
in the previous

was a recession-1,143,000
hatched, and in 1968-69
a rise to 1,246,000 chickens
latest figures for August
158,000 chickens were

is considerably more than
months.

This is an indication that the industry
as a whole will have more hens avail-
able; there will be more eggs Produced
and, despite the fact that we have some
increase in population, the increase In
eggs will be much greater and the situa-
tion will arise where more eggs will have
to be exported at a greater loss to the
industry.

Let me emphasise again that although
the industry suffers, the consumer also
suffers, because the price must be raised
to somewhere near cost, or a little above
if possible, by the Egg Marketing Board.
So we have the position where the con-
sumer must Pay more for his eggs and
there will probably be fewer eggs used as
a result.

This is no good, and urgent steps should
be taken to rationalise the whole industry.
I think it is fair enough to mention that
there is a move by the Egg Marketing
Board to transfer its premises from West
Perth and Fremantle to an entirely new
set-up in Hilton Park. At the moment
one of the members of the board and the
chairman are overseas investigating the
purchase and installation of new mach-
inery which will help to reduce costs. This
is a good thing. But there is no doubt in
my mind whatever that the egg industry
will have to contribute more to pay for
the capital outlay involved in its new
venture.

This industry is unlike the wheat in-
dustry which has a system of tolls, and
these are used to Pay for the capital
works involved in the handling of wheat.
The tolls are covered by debentures which
go back to the growers contributing. It
is, in effect, a revolving fund. Those
growers who contribute now can expect
at some time in the future to have the
amount they contributed for capital funds
returned to them, particularly if they get
out of the industry.

This is rot so in the egg industry. What-
ever funds are taken out of the egg pro-
ducers' returns each Year are not returned
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to them. A producer has no equity and it
is an entirely unfair situation, If he gets
out of the industry his equity in the
building has gone and he has no future
claim. Under the Act, the money re-
ceived for the buildings, should the board
ever disband, is to be used for the bene-
fit of the industry. I imagine that the
amount involved in future could be mil-
lions of dollars; and it is a most unfair
situation that the equity of the present
growers cannot be finally returned to
them, and new growers contribute as they
enter the industry.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Are you satisfied
with the definition of "commercial pro-
ducer"? Do you think it is necessary to
have a definition?

The H-on. C. R. ABBEY: I take it the
honourable member is referring to the
250 head of adult female poultry. Surely
it is not meant that any producer with
250 fowls is really a commercial producer!
I think that a producer should have at
least 1,000 fowls before he is classed
as a commercial producer. I do
not intend to attempt to amend the
provision at the moment, but I think it
should be looked at in the future because
this is one matter on which the poultry
growers were not consulted.

The situation in the past has been that
a producer with 150 fowls was able to
become a member of the board. There
was one member in the past who had 150
fowls and leased them to someone on an
adjoining property. He was not actually
participating in egg production himself.
He is not a member of the board now,
but this was one of the reasons for the
amendment.

However, a producer with 250 fowls
would surely not be a commercial producer
and it is the commercial producer who
should be represented and protected under
this Act. I do hope that in future the
producers' representatives will be consulted
and a more realistic figure inserted.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: The definition
of "Producer" is in the principal Act.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: Yes. The de-
finition in the Act reads-

"producer" means a person who owns
or Controls twenty adult female
fowls and/or ducks and sells the
eggs or any of the eggs produced
thereby. For the purpose of the
definitions contained in this sec-
tion a fowl or duck shall be re-
garded as an adult if it has com-
menced laying eggs or is six
months of age, whichever sooner
happens.

That definition is very wide and of course
it Is intended to allow anyone who pro-
duces a sufficient number of eggs to supply
them to the board. However, in my view,

it still does not cover the situation where
a commercial producer could or should be
appointed to the board.

The definition of "commercial producer"
has been covered by other members, and
I do not intend to reiterate what has been
said. Under the Bill a producer with 250
fowls can be a member of the board, and
in my opinion this figure is too low.

That is all I wish to contribute to the
present debate. I hope that in the future
further consultation will be held with those
in the industry and that the provisions will
be tidied up to make the definition of
''commercial producer,'' as well as the
qualifications for membership of the
board, more realistic.

I also hope that in the next 12 months
a move will be made to rationalise the in-
dustry and to introduce a licensing system
which will be effective and give both the
producer and the consumer a better deal.
In this way T am sure that more eggs will
be used, because I firmly believe that if we
make the price attractive, the consumer
will use more eggs. It is utterly stupid to
allow a situation to continue which will
mean that surplus eggs will be exported.
I realise we would need to have 10 or 15
per cent, overproduction to ensure that the
requirements of our population are met,
but any production beyond that figure
would be Quite worthless. It would really
mean the price would be raised to the con-
sumer, and we should take steps to better
this situation.

THE HON. G. C. MacKJNNON (Lower
West-Minister for Health) [11.28 a.m.):
I thank members for their comments. It
was interesting to note the difficulties Mr.
Dolan experienced with regard to idioms.
It is indicative of the effect the keeping of
birds has had on our language when he
said that it is a rare bird which starts
from scratch, without a feather with which
to fly.

I suppose that from time immemorial
men have eaten eggs, and the keeping of
poultry has been part and parcel of our
life for so long that this sort of saying has
now become part of our language, and
everyone knows precisely what is meant.

There was extremely little or no criti-
cism of the provisions in the Bill. Mr.
Dolan mentioned certain amendments
which I have had checked. I thank him
for giving me prior notice of them, and I
will raise no opposition to them.

Mr. Dolan and Mr. Baxter, I think, men-
tioned the possibility of removing the time
limit on this legislation. I suppose fashions
change. The time limit was inserted for
no reason other than to accord with the
historic attitude of this Chamber which
has been quite adamantly opposed to life
without a check on a number of things.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Including, for
years, the Lotteries Commission.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes.
I say, apparently habits change and
character of this House has changed.
members are of the opinion that this
should now be permanent, and wish
time limit to be removed, there is no
jection to that, either.

As
the

if
Act
the
oh-

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I would like to
be permanent!

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I point
out that there is no specific reason for
this other than to accord with the historic
attitude of this Chamber. If this atti-
tude has changed, so be it. I suggest that
Mr. Baxter should test the attitude of the
House to see if it has changed. The Min-
ister for Agriculture, the board, and I
would not have any objection to the re-
moval of this clause.

Mr. Abbey's speech was a wide-ranging
one over the marketing of eggs as a whole.
He introduced a number of matters which
I imagine could be quite contentious and
could be the subject of quite extensive
debate. I will certainly bring his speech
to the attention of the Minister and I
have no doubt it will be examined by the
board.

I believe many of the matters raised
by Mr. Abbey are matters for the board
itself, and for the consumer representa-
tives. When I moved the second reading
of the Bill I said that both the Egg
Marketing Board and the Poultry Farmers'
Association support the proposals con-
tained in clause 4. I imagined that re-
mark would indicate that the matter had
been referred to both bodies. I was also
informed that they had suggested that a
commercial producer should be one who
had 1,500 adult female Poultry. Accord-
ingly, I was rather surprised that this
matter was mentioned. I have no doubt
that in many parts of the world this would
be quite reasonable but, as Mr. Dolan
pointed out, this would mean that only a
very small number of people would come
Into this category. We are probably not
up to this stage yet.

The Ron. C. Rt. Abbey: They would be
truly commercial producers.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: A com-
mercial producer truly is as defined and
agreed to by Parliament, It might be a
matter of opinion whether this should be
altered, but it is purely a matter of opinion.
So far as legal matters are concerned a
"commercial producer" is as defined in the
Bill. If the Hill defines a "commercial
producer" as one with 12 head of poultry,
that is it. However the suggestion before
the House is that he shall be a Person who
has 250 birds which produce 3,000 dozen
eggs and, accordingly, if the legislation is
agreed to that will be the definition of a
"commercial producer."

I believe this is a reasonable com-
Promise and I trust the House will agree.
I assume Mr. Dolan and Mr. Baxter will
move their amendments at the approp-
riate time, and I will raise no opposition
to the amendments.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(The Hon. F. D. Willmott) in the Chair;
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Minister for
Health) in charge of the Hill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 5 amended-

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It is amazing
sometimes to find out the little things
which concern People. Part of the defini-
tion of a "commercial producer" states
that he shall deliver on his own account
at least 3,000 dozen eggs to the board in
the immediately preceding period of 12
months.

Some people wish to know whether this
quantity would include eggs for which
they have received a permit from the
board to sell at wayside stalls. There are
a number of wayside stalls in the outer
metropolitan area on which there are
notices indicating that fresh eggs are for
sale. I understand that permits have been
received from the board to sell eggs at
stalls.

Should the provision be concerned with
a person who shall deliver 3,000 dozen
eggs to the board or should it be con-
cerned with eggs sold by a Person who
has received the permission of the board?
I simply raise this point. It is not of
great concern to me but it is of concern
to some people. I ask other members
whether they think provision to cover that
point should be inserted.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: From Mr.
Dolan's observation it is obvious that the
situation should be that permit holders
are allowed to include in their production
figures the eggs which they sell in this way.
Let us be quite sure, too, that they make a
contribution, per dozen, to the board
through the eggs which are sold with the
permission of the board. Consequently it
would be quite reasonable to include such
a provision, but at this stage it might be
difficult to incorporate it in the Hill. I
think it is something the Minister might
look at in the future,

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I would be quite
happy if the Minister would ask the board
to look at this point; namely, whether the
legislation should cover those people who
have paid their contributions to the board
for each dozen eggs produced and have
received permits to sell at wayside stalls.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will do
this. I am quite sure In my own mind.
however, that the eggs are treated as hav-
ing passed through the board. MY under-
standing is that the eggs have to be
stamped anyway, whether they are sold in
this way or not and, consequently, for the
purposes of the Act, they go through the
board. Indeed, to some extent at any rate,
they attract similar charges--if not the
whole of the charges--which are attached
to an egg which actually goes through the
board. Although I am quite sure In my
own mind that this is adequately covered,
I will bring the matter to the attention of
the board.

The Ron. F. J, 8. WISE: I think very
little examination will reveal that this is
amply covered in the limitation on the
minimum number of eggs to be delivered
to the board. After all, there are only 365
days in a year. Also, 250 hens-unless
they are very lazy hens--would lay 20
dozen eggs a day. This means a total of
over 7,000 dozen a year. I think the lati-
tude is already written into the Bill.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I asked this
question of Mr. Abbey in the first place
more or less to draw attention to the fact
that we have so many marketing boards.
Should there be a definition of "grower"
or "Producer" for all marketing boards?

The Marketing of Cyprus Barrel Medic
Seed Bill was before the Chamber recently
and, under that legislation, the qualifica-
tion of a grower is one who delivers seed
of over 60 per cent. quality. Under this
legislation a commercial producer appears
to be someone who has 250 hens which will
produce 3,000 dozen eggs a year.

Is there a definition in relation to the
Milk Board? I would say there is some
definition of what constitutes aL producer
of milk. However, I do not think there is
anything of this nature In the Wheat Mar-
keting Act. In this regard a grower is any
person who grows any quantity of wheat.
This is an aspect which I would like to see
tidied up when legislation affecting mar-
keting boards comes before the House. I
think consideration should be given to
whether there should be some special de-
finition applicable to a producer.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: A wheatgrower
can be a man who produces 25 bushels.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN, Yfes, or if he
produces only 10 bushels of wheat he is
still a producer.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: There Is one
point I would like to make. With ref er-
ence to the definition of "commercial pro-
ducer." some attention has been directed
already to whether a commercial producer
should be defined in terms of 250 birds,
1,500 birds, or 150 birds, as the Parent Act
presently allows. Discussion seems to have
centred on whether he is, in fact, a com-
mercial producer, if he has X number of
birds.

There is one point which should not be
overlooked. A later clause of the Bill pro-
vides--as. indeed, does a section of the
parent Act Itself-that a commercial pro-
ducer is also eligible for election to the
board. Further, It is a qualification of those
who are eligible to elect members to the
board. This is an important point. Al-
though all persons who produce in excess
of a certain number of eggs are in fact
required to produce those eggs to the
board, this does not necessarily entitle
them to vote so far as electing board
members is concerned.

This to me is a little more important
and while, at the same time, I accept the
point made by Mr. Heitman, I think we
must be careful that we do not restrict
the electoral qualifications of commercial
producers to the extent that many of them
will not have any say in the election of
board members, So while it might be de-
sirable to say that a commercial pro-
ducer is one who is running an economic
business, and therefore should be one
who has 2,000 birds, 1,500 birds, or 1.000
birds, I do not think we should confine
the electoral qualifications to such people.
We should also bring in and bear in mind
all the little people who are producing and
who should be entitled to have a say in
the election of board members.

The Hon. G. C. Maci~innon: Would you
say that what is in the Bill is a reason-
able compromise, bearing in mind what
you have said?

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I think it is.
We do not want to make the qualifications
too high or too heavy and exclude repre-
sentation. As has been painted out by
Mr. Abbey, there are a great many people
in quite a small way. They are still
legally producers because they are re-
quired to market their eggs through the
board. However, the higher we set the
qualifications the more we decrease repre-
sentation, in actual fact, by ruling out so
many Email producers.

This may not be a terribly important
or vital point, but I just sound a note
of warning. I am prepared to accept the
qualification of 250 birds with 3,000 dozen
eggs. I think that is not too much out
of the way, but I certainly would not like
to see the position made any more diffi-
cult for these small producers.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 7 amended-
The Hon. J. DOLAN: I move an amend-

ment.-
Page 2, lines 11 to 19-Delete al

words after the word "amended"
down to and including the word
"election" and substitute the follow-
ing:-

(a) by deleting paragraph (a)
of subsection (3);
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(b) by substituting for the word
"two" in the first line of para-
graph (c) of subsection (3)
the word "three"; and

(c) by repealing subsection (4)
and re-enacting it as fol-
lows-

(4) A person who is a
member of the Board by
virtue of paragraph (c) of
subsection (3) of this sec-
tion shall forfeit his office
If for any continuous
period of three months he
fails to hold the qualifica-
tions required for his elec-
tion.

I think I explained these amendments
when speaking to the second reading and
members have had a good chance to look
at them. The Minister in charge of the
Bill has indicated that he has consulted
with the Minister in charge of the legis-
lation and that everything is in order.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 4 Put and passed.
Clause 5: Section 40 amended-
The Hon. J. DOLAN: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 2, lines 35 to 31-Delete all

words after the word "is" down to and
including the word "forty" and sub-
stitute the word "repealed".

I think most members wvould agree that
it would be much better to give the Act
a Permanency instead of having to bring
it to Parliament every 10 or 15 years to
be continued. In the last couple of weeks
some new 'boards were instituted and,
although they have never been in opera-
tion, no limitation has been Placed on the
life of those boards. This Act has stood
the test of time and I feel it is desirable
that the board should be made permanent.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I wish to
exercise a very human prerogative and
change my mind.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It might keep
your mind clean, anyway!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I said
initially that the Act was extended at
various times because the habit of this
Parliament had been to keep control of
matters such as this. For that reason, at
regular intervals, it was brought up for
review. The amendment before us provides
for a fairly drastic change in that it sets
out to make the Act permanent. I feel
constrained to change my mind because
the amendment does, in effect, change the
nature of the whole matter, and I feel I
should express these views rather than
remain silent,

Up to this time the Act has had a
limited life, and I have no doubt there
were good reasons for that. over the
years there have been verbal battles in
regard to this principle but I think mem-
bers should give a good deal of considera-
tion to the proposal that is now before
us. The amendment provides for a change
in character of the board and I do not
really know its full implications. There
may be none but, on the other hand, there
may be some in giving the Act perman-
ency. There may be members who may
not have a specific interest in the Egg
Marketing Board itself but in the principle
of the amendment and they may be con-
strained to add a word or two to the
debate. If the Act is made permanent it
will not come up for periodic review but
will be discussed only when and if it is to
be repealed.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I do not think
the Minister's words will bear close
analysis, We have many Acts of Parlia-
ment in which the words "this Act shall
continue in operation until the 31st day of
December, 1972 and no longer," for in-
stance, appear. That has no effect.

Parliament has the power to amend the
provision, just as Parliament has the right
to review any legislation and give it a
limited life. I can see no real objection
to giving this legislation a permanent life.
After all, there is no virtue in giving a
life of 15 or 20 years. In the case of age,
for example, old age is 15 years older than
one is.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I think that
statement bears some analysis!

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is the
thinking of People in different age groups.

The Hon. A. F., Griffith: I was making
a quick analysis as I saw the position.

The Hom. P. J. S. WISE: This applies
to the Minister also. I support the amend-
ment.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: We should
consider the intention behind this clause.
If we refer to the debates of this Parlia-
ment in 1945, we will find, that this very
point was raised in the debate on the
Marketing of Eggs Bill. An amendment
was moved by The Hon. G. B. Wood in
relation to the term of the legislation. At
the time the egg Producers had not de-
cided definitely whether they wanted
organised egg marketing, and they wished
to be assured that if they agreed to the
legislation through a poll a limitation would
be placed on its life, so that they would be
able to consider the advantages of organ-
ised marketing through a board as against
marketing through private agencies.
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On page 2862 of the 1945 Mansard the
following appears-

New clause:
Hon. G. B. Wood: I move-

That a new clause be added as
follows:-

"40. Upon the request in writing
made not later than April thir-
tieth, one thousand nine hundred
and forty-eight, of not less than
twenty-five producers entitled
under this Act to take part in the
election of the members of the
Board who are commercial pro-
ducers of the Board shall by
notice in the Government Gaz-
ette fix a day for the taking
of a poll of producers on the
question of whether this Act shall
continue in operation after the
thirty-first day of December, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-
eight, or not.

If on the taking of such poll it
shall be found that a majority
of the producers entitled to vote
have voted in favour of such con-
tinuance the Minister shall pre-
sent a Bill to Parliament for the
purpose of continuing the opera-
tion of this Act for such further
period of years as Parliament
shall then determine,"

A similar provision is to he found in
many other marketing Acts. This is
to enable the producers, before the end
of five years, to have the right to say.-
whether they want the board to con-
tinue. The Producers have asked me to
put this up.

That was why a limiting period was placed
on the Act. Since then the industry has
built up considerably, and a big investment
of capital is involved. Should the board
desire to raise a loan at any time, to be
repayable over a period of 20 years-eand
it is competent for the board to do this-
then if the life of the legislation is limited
to 15 years it will not be able to raise the
loan.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: I support the
repeal of the section. At the present time
the Egg Marketing Board is in the process
of consolidating its works. 11 understand
that the intention is to sell the existing
premises at West Perth and the egg
handling floor at Fremantle, with a view
to erecting new Premises at Hilton Park.
If that is the case then over the next few
years the egg industry 'will be required to
amortise the loan which is required for
the new premises. For that reason the
legislation should have a permanent life.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

TAXATION (STAFF ARRANGEMENTS)
BIELL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 6th November.

THE HON. W. F. WIILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposi-
tion) [11.57 a.m.]: This is a machinery
Bill which provides for the taking back
into the service of the State a number of
employees who are working in the Com-
monwealth Taxation Department, In fu-
ture these employees will handle State
taxation matters essentially. The proposed
transfer will take effect from the 1st July
next year. I was surprised to learn that
this measure involved 200 employees; I
did not think that number would be in-
volved in the work which was outlined by
the Minister when he introduced the Bill.

On reading the measure it appears to
me that every possible consideration has
been given to protecting the rights of these
employees who will be taken back into the
service of the State. Their entitlements of
long service leave are covered amply, in
that the Treasurer will make good any
deficiency that might occur so that the
individual employee will not suffer any
financial loss. The fact is that the Bill
has the approval of the staff associations
con~cerned, and they are aware of its pro-
visions. This means that the Bill has been
examined from their point of view, and
they are satisfied that in the changeover
their members are getting all the protec-
tion they need.

It would seem to be, essentially, a mach-
inery Bill necessary to implement the
takeover by the State of its own taxing
rights to a limited extent. The Bill simply
does what its title states: Taxation staff
arrangements.

THE HON N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[12.1 p.m.]: As has been stated by Mr.
Willesee, this is really a machinery Bill
for the transfer of staff from the Common-
wealth to the State.

It would have been interesting to have
figures provided in relation to the situa-
tion which existed between the State and
the Commonwealth regarding the re-
imbursement of the Commonwealth for
the duties carried out for the State.

I know a considerable sum is involved
and at one stage, during an inquiry. I
tried to ascertain the actual cost of col-
lection of certain taxes. I refer, for in-
stance, to land tax, noxious weeds tax,
and metropolitan region Improvement tax.
However, there is no segregation of the
actual amount involved and it would be
very difficult to ascertain.

A sum of money has always been paid
to the Commonwealth Taxation Depart-
menit for services rendered to the State. X
thought it might have been of Interest and
of more value had the Government stated
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what the costs have been, and also the
anticipated cost of running the State de-
partment. These are matters on Which
Parliament should have some information.
II applaud the State's intention of set-

ting up a Taxation Department of this
nature. It is long overdue and I believe
we will get down to a better basis of valua-
tions by having our own State Taxation
Department. Members of Parliament will
now be able to go to the Taxation De-
partment and be on much closer terms
with the officers than was possible with
a Commonwealth department. However, I
will say that in any dealings I had with
the Commonwealth officers, with regard to
taxation matters, I always received the
greatest co-operation and help in the pro-
vision of figures and advice. With those
words I support the Bill and I trust the
department will operate successfully.

THE RON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [12.3
p.m.3: I would like to reply just briefly
and thank Mr. Willesee and Mr. Baxter
for their remarks. I am not able to
advise what amount the State has paid
to the Commonwealth because I am not
aware of the figure, It would be a little
difficult for me even to try to assess the
anticipated cost of the new arrangement,
For instance, it will be recalled that re-
cently I related the change in the inci-
dence of land tax and metropolitan region
improvement tax. That, in itself, will obvi-
ate a certain difficulty associated with the
very ]arge number of notices to be sent
out. That simple fact will- change the
financial structure of this operation.

1, too, was a little surprised that so
many people were involved in the change-
over from one department to another.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: It is a sur-
prising number.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes. Never-
theless, I am quite sure the Government
departments concerned have had a close
look at this matter, and the personnel
must be required to carry out the func-
tions of the new department.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: The other
figure mentioned would be the cost in-
volved?

The Ron- A. F. GRIFFITH:' Yes, the
payment from the State to the Common-
wealth. I imagine that amount will show
up in the Treasurer's Estimates.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Has the Minis-
ter ever felt there were far too many tax
examiners?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I have
sometimes felt there were far too many
taxes. No doubt. I will bear a little more
about that in the next day or two. How-
ever, I had better stick to the Bill, and I
commend it to the House.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (The Hon.

N. E, Baxter) in the Chair; The Hon. A.
F. Griffith (Minister for Mines) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause I put and passed.
Clause 2: Interpretation-
The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Could the

Minister indicate where the new depart-
ment will be situated?

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFTH: Within a
reasonably short space of time I will move
from the old Treasury Buildings to my
new accommodation in Mineral House.
Some of the taxing people might be ac-
commodated in the old Treasury Buildings.
I am not certain as to the location of the
offices, but a number of moves are taking
place at the present time.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: It will be the
endeavour to house the officers in the one
situation?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes. As is
known the hall of the old Treasury Build-
ings now houses the stamp assessors.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 14 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by The

Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines),
and passed.

WOAN BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 6th Nov-

ember.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan) 112.11 p.m.]: To the best
of my knowledge this is the first time I
have spoken to the debate on a loan Bill.
However, there must always be a first time,
and I wish I had the experience, the skill,
and the knowledge of an old party friend of
mine. I wish to make a few comments in
supporting the measure. I notice that
loan expenditure for 1968-69 was approxi-
mately $64,500,000, and the estimate for
1969-710 Is $69,000,000, or an increase of
$4,500,000.

Of that increase more than half is
absorbed by the increase in the amount of
loan money to be spent on housing. I am
delighted to see this trend and I hope it
continues. I suppose if I were parochial
I would say that in terms of school build-
ings and expenditure on schools my neck
of the woods has fared particularly well. I
notice that of 12 primary schools which
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are proposed to be built in this financial
year no fewer than five are to be built
in my province.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That is too many:
we will have to change that.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I think the reason
is that extensive and sudden development
has necessitated the building of those
schools. In addition, a new high school
is to be commenced at Thornlie. It is an
absolute necessity; as a matter of fact I
think difficulties will be found at the be-
ginning of next Year in absorbing the
children who will start high school, and
they will have to be accommodated at
Cannington. Major additions are to be
made to another high school in my dis-
trict, at Rossmoyne, as well as the pre-
vocational centre in the same area. Major
additions are also to be made to the Gos-
neils Primary School. So, from a paro-
chial point of view, I am extremely happy
with the loan programme.

Like the Minister. I would like to see
a great deal more money made available.
Perhaps in view of the developments in
the Federal sphere this morning the Com-
monwealth Government Might be more
kindly disposed towards this State. If so.
I do not think anybody would be more de-
lighted than 1, because the more money we
get the more we can do.

One other item I would refer to is that
at long last the sewerage scheme in Lyn-
wood is to have a large sum of money
spent on it this year. This area has al-
ways provided difficulties in the matters of
drainage and sewerage owing to the nature
of the soil and the fact that much of the
area is very wet. It is pleasing to know
that this start is to be made and that the
time will be not too far distant when the
whole area is fully sewered. This will
mean increased development in the dis-
trict and I think we may be able to cut
it in half and make two provinces. I
support the Bill, and I wish that the loan
amount could be doubled.

THE HON. G. W. BERRY (Lower
North) [12.15 p.m.]: I rise to support the
Bill. I would like to refer to the matter
of Zone A allowances for taxation as they
apply to the Lower North Province. I
implore the Government to present a case
to the Commonwealth to extend Zone A
allowances to some of the More remote
areas in this province. To qualify for this
allowance at present one has to he north
of the 26th parallel of latitude for at least
183 days in any one financial year, except
in leap years when it is 184 days.

This in itself Presents a problem to aL
certain section of the community; I refer
to school teachers who are posted to areas
of the State where Zone A allowances
apply. If teachers are posted to such an
area at the beginning of the year, and

before the end of the financial year-or
vice versa-when the school-year finishes
half-way through the financial year they
may be returned to the city, and so they
miss out on the allowance which would
be applicable to them had they stayed. I
suggest that perhaps some provision should
be made for this allowance to be avail-
able on a pro rata basis to give such people
some relief during the time they spend in
the north. If they do not spend the full
financial Year in the area, they lose the
benefit. I think some consideration should
be given to this anomaly.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: This Involves
a number of people.

The Hon. 0. W. BERRY: Yes, and I
think it is only right that they should
enjoy the privilege of the Zone A allow-
ance. I ask that an effort be made to
bring this to the notice of the Common-
wealth authorities in an endeavour to get
some satisfaction for those concerned.
People become discontented when they
find they are posted to a Zone A allow-
ance area, but are not able to enjoy the
benefits of the reduction in taxation which,
I think, rightly belongs to them.

To highlight some of the anomalies in
the remote parts of the State where the
Zone A allowance does not apply, I cite
two areas. One is the Carnegie Station
which Is one of the most easterly areas
occupied. It is some 180 miles east of
Wiluna, I believe. I also cite the Eucla
area, which is on the Eyre Highway, some
450 miles from Norseman. I refer to
these two areas so that members will be
able to appreciate bow far distant these
places are from the metropolitan area,
and how remote they are. If any member
knows the country to which I am refer-
ring Probably he will have some apprecia-
tion of what those areas are like; he will
agree they are indeed very remote, and
the People who reside in them enjoy no
amenities whatsoever.

In view of the fact that these areas are
not north of the 26th Parallel the residents
are not entitled to the Zone A allowance
that applies in the other areas. Some of
the places in the province to which I refer
are close to the 26th Parallel, and it is
small consolation to the people who live
there that they are only a few miles from
that line which is drawn across the State
and which denies them the Zone A allow-
ance. I have questioned as to why some-
thing has not been done about this. In
fact, the question has been raised fre-
quently. At one time I did hear that it
was considered that the line was un-
constitutional and if any attempt was
made to alter it, it may affect those who
reside above it.

I do not want to interfere with any
People who enjoy this allowance. I think
Its creation was a sound move, and I still
think it has great merit. It gives some
incentive to people who reside in those
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areas above the 26th parallel and helps
them to bear the conditions with which
they are faced wherever they may be. It is
essential to grant them some benefits that
help to compensate for the isolation they
have to endure.

I do not think the amount of taxation
involved is very great, because there are
not many people residing in the areas I
have mentioned. The Lower North Prov-
ince, which I represent, has an area of
some 450.000 square miles, and the figures
for the last election show that it has 4.500
electors. So it can be seen that there are
not many people in this vast area. Never-
theless, those who are there are keeping it
populated. They are established and are
Prepared to remain there. I will not say
that they make a lucrative living. Most of
them are on pastoral properties and, as
members know, they are not enjoying a
particularly good season at the present
time.

The pastoral industry, however, has con-
tributed considerably to the coffers of the
Commonwealth, and I do not think it
would be asking too much to request a
revision of the allowance so that it may
apply to those who reside in the remote
areas of the State. Such a request is quite
reasonable. If at any time some members
would like to accompany Mr. Brand and
myself on a trip through these parts, I am
sure they would appreciate how necessary
it is to make an endeavour to grant these
people some consideration, and instil in
them the thought that someone is looking
after them.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Perhaps if they
would come with me on a visit to my
province they would certainly realise how
remote those padts are.

The Ron. G. W. BERRY: In some of
the areas represented by Mr. Wise mem-
bers would no doubt get a better apprecia-
tion of the conditions under which people
live than if they visited some of the places
represented by Mr. Brand and myself, be-
cause in the areas in the far north condi-
tions are really tough. I sincerely hope the
Government will make an effort to assist
those who live in the vast outback areas
of our State instead of concentrating all
its efforts to help those who are concen-
trated in the south-west corner of Western
Australia.

In the areas T represent there is a lot
of country with few people living on it
and it Is only fair that we should do as
much as we can to keep them there in-
stead of, as I have said, encouraging people
to concentrate in the south-west corner of
the State. I ask the Government to give
consideration to presenting a case to the
Commonwealth requesting that some steps
be taken to extend the Zone A allowance
to embrace the areas I have mentioned.

I wish now to refer to another matter
which is closer to my home town of Car-
narvon. I refer to the prawning industry

which is established there. I pay tribute
to the Minister for Fisheries and Fauna
and to his department for the interest that
has been taken in an effort to stabilise the
industry. Some years have elapsed since
prawns were first discovered at Carnarvon
and it was proved that they existed in
commercial quantities. The industry has
come a long way since then.

It returns a considerable amount of
money now, and it certainly gives me great
heart to see the interest that is shown by
the Department of Fisheries and Fauna
and the research that has been conducted
for the benefit of the industry, because, in
my opinion, it is one that has a degree of
permanency about it. Cyclones may stir
the ocean up now and again, but they do
not affect the prawns. In fact, the prawns
might relish their habitat being stirred up
a bit!

Scallops are also being fished commer-
cially in this area. Not many people know
about this phase of the industry, as pre-
viously they were harvested in the Eastern
States only. However, we do have a large
scallop fishery in the waters where the
prawns are fished. An industry such as
the prawn and scallop industry means a
great deal to the town of Carnarvon, be-
cause it employs many people and quite a
number of boats are engaged in it. All
these People share in the profits that are
made from this valuable industry. Once
again I thank the Minister for Fisheries
and Fauna for the interest his department
is showing in these fishing grounds, and
the efforts being madie to maintain
the industry on a profitable basis. I sup-
port the Bill.

THE BION. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
r12.26 p.m.]: The Loan Hill is one of those
introduced during the session upon which
a member can spread himself upon any
matter he has failed to bring before the
House previously. Firstly, I would like to
refer to that very difficult portion of the
past year through which we have passed.
It has been a difficult time for the Gov-
ernment apart from being difficult from
the point of view of many country mem-
bers. In saying this I am referring par-
ticularly to the effects of the drought that
this State has experienced.

When the effects of the drought were
first felt, farmers were looking to the Gov-
ernment for some assistance. In the first
instance, to some degree, this was readily
available. This has since been followed
by other measures to provide drought re-
lief, some of which included provision of
water for farmers whose supplies were
scarce, and in other places where water
was practically non-existent.

In my opinion the next 12 months'
period does not hold much future for the
State, because at present it is estimated
that the wheat production of Western
Australia will show a decline of some
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40.000,000 bushels, This, of course, will
make it very difficult for a large number
of farmers, and the repercussions of this
will be felt in many ways not only by
business establishments in the country,
but also by those in the metropolitan
area. if the State is deprived of that
income which would be obtained from the
sale of 40,000,000 bushels of wheat, it will
certainly have a tremendous effect on the
spending power of people throughout the
State.

It is very unfortunate that Western
Australia had to suffer a drought at this
particular time because no doubt this will
result in a sort of depression. The people
of this State have experienced depressions
before, but I sincerely trust that the loss
of wheat sales in the future will not re-
sult in a depression as serious. as that ex-
perienced many years ago; but there is no
doubt that the drop in wheat production
will restrict the spending power of the
State.

No great effect is being felt at the
moment, but in six months' time I am
afraid people will have to expect that
there will be a tightening up of finance,
and consideration will have to be given to
the source from which money can be
obtained by those who badly need it to
enable them to carry on. No doubt some
people will have to go to banks to raise
loans and such a move, of course, in-
curs additional costs and creates -serious
problems.

In recent times many complaints have
been made by those in the farming com-
munity, particularly against the rising
cost spiral of agricultural production. The
rise in the cost of pro-liction does pre-
sent great problems, a,,ai attempts have
to be made not only by members of Par-
liament in this State but also by the Com-
monwealth Government to try to arrive at
the best method of controlling this spiral
in production costs. However, to date, the
answer to this problem has eluded every-
body.

The Hon, G. W. Berry: It is a curly one.
The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: As the hon-

ourable member has said, it is a curly one.
We could perhaps look to a country such
as the United States of America which has
evolved a system which, in my opinion,
has solved this problem. The United States
continues to prosper in some particular
instances, although its rural industry is
not a particularly good one.

Sitting suspended fromn 12.31 to 2.30 p.m.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Mr. Presi-
dent, before you left the Chair I was
dealing with the cost spiral, particularly
in relation to the primary producing in-
dustries. I said this problem was exer-
cising the minds of the Government and
that it is a very difficult one to try to

find an answer for. If governments wish
to halt the cost spiral, they will have to
adopt tough attitudes and bring down
tough legislation. This takes one's mind
back to the days of the late Ben Chifley
who proposed the control of prices,
charges, services, and everything else.
Admittedly, this would be a very difficult
matter to handle, although we had some
experience with price control during the
war, and the immediate post war years.
However, it does bring to one's mind the
fact that some drastic measures may have
to be taken to handle the Issue.

To illustrate my point I have here a
small carton which contains a tractor
Part. I will hold up the part so that
members can see how small it is. It
would fit quite easily into my coat pocket.
It contains a soft metal nut which is
threaded inside and slotted to take a split-
pin, and the nut fits onto a shaft which
protrudes from the gear box of an old
model tractor. This shaft drives a small
oil pump to supply oil to the bevel cogs
of the power-drive pulley.

The Hon. J. Dolan. Would you repeat
that?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Yes, I will
repeat it for the honourable member,

The PRESIDENT: Order! I would ask
members not to interject while Mr. Baxter
is speaking, because it is most difficult
for Hansard to take down the detail
which the honourable member is explain-
ing. I ask Mr. Baxter to proceed, and
I hope members wvill not interject.

The H-on. N. E. BAXTER: Thank you,
Mr. President. This small part fits onto
the main drive shaft in the gear box of
a6 tractor and Protrudes through to the
bearing between the transmission box and
the gear box. This bearing protrudes,
and the cog I am holding UP for members
to see revolves on this bearing and drives
aL small oil Pump which pumps oil
through a tube back to the cog in the
gear box which drives the power-drive
pulley. That Is the purpose of this part--
merely to pump that oil.

The nut is made from soft metal. Mem-
bers can see where I tapped It lightly
with a hammer, and it dented quite easily.
The nut is threaded and has slots to take
a split-pin which Passes through the shaft
to hold the nut so that it will not shift.
It costs $28.16 to buy this part today, and
members can see the size of it.

The Hon. F. J1. S. Wise:, It must be
made of nickel.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I thought it
was made of gold. As a matter of fact,
when the attendant at the counter of the
machinery company quoted the price I
said, "Is it made of gold?' That was my
impression when I heard the cost of this
small part.
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This story applies also to the motor
trade, and that is the type of price which
the general public of Australia, as well
as the farmers in particular, have to pay
for parts today. Admittedly, the firms
which supply replacement parts are
obliged to keep a large range. However,
this part had to be brought over from
Sunshine, in the Eastern States, and I
do not know whether air freight was
included in the account I received. Cer-
tainly it was hot shown on the account.

I do not know whether the carton in
which the part was enclosed is the carton
in which the part was originally packed. It
is marked, "Gnenuine MPA Parts. Part No.
108520A. Made in U.S.A." The carton was
made in the United States, but I think the
part was manufactured at Sunshine. How-
ever, this is the type of price the public of
Australia have to Pay these days for re-
placement parts for machinery and ears.

I know that in this trade the general
practice is that the cost of a part into the
store is doubled, and then freight is added.'So it is actually cost at the store, plus
100 per cent., plus freight. That is the
margin the machinery and motor replace-
ment parts firms work on in the hand-
ling of parts. The discount to people in
the retail trade is generally something
around 20 to 30 per cent. I quote this
case to illustrate what we are up against
regarding the cost spiral. I suppose when
the tractor was bought originally, and was
a current model, this part would have cost
about one-quarter of its price today. This
part was probably manufactured as a
replacement.

This is one of the problems we are up
against in Australia today when trying to
reduce the cost spiral, or to bring costs
back to a lever that is commensurable
with what the farmers receive for their
primary produce. We are lucky that the
price of wheat has been reasonably good,
but it could drop in the next year or two.
The price received for wool is going down
and the price received for lamb and mut-
ton is down considerably, This is the case
in most instances of primary production,
but the costs of parts and everything else
are going up and up in comparison. This
is the problem with which we are faced,
and which we have to iron out.

As I said before, possibly governments
might have to adopt a tougher attitude on
this matter in order to bring the cost spiral
into gear. I think I have said enough on
this matter. We are faced with costs of
drought relief, and we are also faced with
other costs within the State which are
ever rising.

During the debate on another Hill which
was before us earlier today I asked the
Minister for Mines whether he could give
us some figures showing the increase in
the amount of money paid by the State

to the Commonwealth for the collection of
taxes, the despatch of assessments, and so
on, and what those costs Might be in the
future. I did have some details with me
but I seem to have mislaid them. How-
ever, for the benefit of the Minister, and
for the information of members, the actual
cost last year for the collection of taxes
by the Commonwealth for the State was
$666,114, and the estimate for this year is
$739,000, an increase of about $73,000.

This, of course, is not a great deal of
money when we consider the amount of
tax collected, or what will be collected by
the department concerned. However, all
these costs add up and when we compare
the overall cost to the State for services
rendered the figure is huge. If one looks
at the cost of miscellaneous services in this
State one will see that the figure has
reached staggering proportions. Last year
the expenditure on miscellaneous services
was $23,364,417, and the estimate for this
financial year is $28,150,970. Thus the
financing of miscellaneous services does
take out of our revenue a considerable sum
of money.

The miscellaneous services item covers
grants, subsidies, and so on. As a matter of
fact, that item alone covers three pages of
the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
and there is no doubt that from year to
year the money spent on the miscellaneous
services item will continue to increase.

People wonder where the money that
the State receives by way of revenue goes.
The miscellaneous services item Is one
instance where a big sum of money is
spent for various purposes, and I do not
think there is any solution to the prob-
lem of mounting Government costs. The
increasing sum for this one item alone
illustrates the problems we are facing in
developing the State, continuing to pro-
vide amenities for the people, and doing
the things which this Government, or any
other Government for that matter, be-
lieves should be done for the welfare of
the people of the State and in financing
the service which the organisations of
the State provide.

Nobody could say that it was money
thrown away; money spent on these
services has to be spent to provide the
facilities. I support the Bill, but I trust
that in future some solution to the ever-
increasing cost structure will be found.
This is one of the most important matters
which we have to face-to try to find a
solution to the problem. Probably one
would need as many brains as about five
or six professors put together, plus the
wisdom of a statesman, to solve our dif-
ficulties. How we can do it, I do not know,
but I hope that eventually we can do
something to overcome the problems con-
fronting us. With those few remarks I
support the Bill.
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THE HON. S. T. J. THOMPSON (Lower
Central) L2.44 pm.]: I wish to speak
briefly to this Bill as Mr. Baxter has
covered thoroughly any references I
wanted to make to the cost spiral, par-
ticularly as it affects people in country
areas. This problem is confronting not
only farmers but also country business-
men. They are feeling the effects of ever-
increasing costs and their position is
almost as bad as that of the farmers.

I am pleased to see in the Estimates
provision is made for an increased ex-
penditure at the Midland Junction Abat-
toir. Our inability to cope with the num-
ber of sheep or stock that are coming
into the market this year has cost the
farming community, and the country dis-
tricts generally, a considerable sum of
money. The introduction of the nomina-
tion system has proved successful but, in
my opinion, it was instituted too late to
overcome the problem to which I just re-
ferred. We just do not have the capacity
to handle the number of stock at the
particular period of the season when it
needs killing.

A good deal of advice has been given
to the farmers. about holding their stock
on their properties and feeding it onto
the market at the most economic time.
This is not always a practical Possibility,
and it is certainly not economic. I1 be-
lieve we must make provision for increased
killing facilities in this State, bearing in
mind that the time for the export lamb
market and the disposal of surplus sheep
coincide, and we cannot handle the two
together.

We realise that the sucker lamb market
must take precedence but naturally it
does so to the detriment of older
stock. It is this that is causing a
problem in Western Australia at the pre-
sent time-the fact that we cannot cope
With the two sections that are coming onto
the market at the one time.

The Wyndham Meat Works are open for
a short period each year to handle a par-
ticular class of trade. Therefore, I do not
see why similar facilities cannot be pro-
vided in the metropolitan area to cope
with, say, the fat lamb market. If we had
killing facilities to handle the lamb trade
alone, the Midland Junction Abattoir
could cope with the other trade quite
adequately and there would be no prob-
lems. If one looks at the price paid in
Western Australia for boner mutton at
the present time and compares it with the
price paid in Adelaide one will realise how
much the Western Australian farmer has
lost over a period.

Therefore, I hope that the additional
money the Government is making avail-
able for the abattoirs this year will help
to overcome the problems to which I have
been referring. I would like to see a
thorough examination made into the needs

of Western Australia for abattoir facilities
over the next five or six years. We have
approximately 33,000,000 sheep in the
State at present and if the drought breaks,
as we all expect it to do. sheep numbers
could rise considerably. As a rule we do
not have a series of bad years in this
State and with improved seasons over the
next five years sheep numbers could in-
crease greatly and we certainly do not
have the killing facilities to cope with
them. The markets are available for
boner mutton if we could handle it but, at
the moment, it is not possible.

One other point that concerns me, as a
country resident, is our education system.
A great deal of additional money is being
spent on education but in recent weeks I
have been concerned to see comments in
the paper regarding the standard of edu-
cation. Statements have been made that
the standard in what is called the class
2 junior high school is not what it should
be. It would appear that under the new
system of education now being introduced
the children attending that type of school
will not be receiving the education which
they should receive. As a matter of fact,
after listening to a very senior officer in
the Education Department last week. I am
convinced that anyone who has a child
whom he wishes to educate beyond the
Achievement Certificate would be foolish
to send the child either to a class 1 or a
class 2 junior high school. The only place
for such a child is a high school.

The Hon. J. Dolan: You mean a senior
high school.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Yes.
From what that senior officer said, I would
say it is necessary to send a child to a
senior high school if one wants the best
education possible.

This will Prove to be very detrimental
to the country districts. Many people
there will find it to be quite an effort to
pay the expenses for sending their child-
ren away to receive this type of educa-
tion. I realise that some country districts
have senior high schools, but many others
do not. This is a point which the Gov-
ernment should look at.

Regarding the provision of housing in
country areas, I feel that we have not
been too badly treated by the State Hous-
ing Commission, and a reasonable num-
ber has been constructed. However, there
is one aspect which concerns me, and in
respect of which I have received some
complaints. This relates to elderly couples.
In one instance a couple lived in the
Wagin district, but the husband was
transferred to another town. He was
transferred back. to Wagin again, to
the top of the list, but because this
couple did not have any children when
the time for the allocation of hous-
ing came around they missed out.
This couple were then placed down at the
bottom of the list. It appears that there
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is very little chance for a couple who have
no children to obtain a house from the
commission.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: Are they pen-
sioners?

The Hon. S.'T. J. THOMPSON: No.
The man has another five years of service
before he retires. He cannot be placed
at the top of the list again, because at
his age he has no prospect of having
children. There could be hundreds of
people throughout the State in this cate-
gory and It Is a serious matter. In the
allocation of houses it is not reasonable
to pass them over. After all, they have
served the State for many years and they
should not be deprived of the opportunity
to be allocated houses. The Housing
Commission should give this matter
further consideration.

A fair amount of finance has been mrade
available to the country areas for the
extension of water supplies and for the
installation of deep sewerage. The list of
country towns in which sewerage has been
installed is quite large, but this has be-
come quite a problem with ratepayers.
Quite frankly, a person now living in the
country would be better off if he shifted
to the metropolitan area, because in the
country the sewerage rate is assessed at
15c in the dollar, and in this rate no
allowance is given for water. The high
sewerage rates, water rates, and municipal
rates, make it very expensive for people
to live in the country. In Wagin the
local authority rate is 25c in the dollar,
the sewerage rate Is 15c, and the water
rate is 7.5c, or a total of 47.5c in the
dollar. I should point out that the valua-
tions in the country are high.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What is the
total of the bill you have received from
the Country Water Supply Board?

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: It is
very much higher than some of the rates
in the metropolitan area. The figures
have been mentioned in another place, but
I do not have them with me at the
moment. The valuation of some proper-
ties in the country districts are as high
as the valuation of some metropolitan
properties, Zn the metropolitan area an
allowance is given for water in the sewer-
age rate, but this does not apply in the
country.

I do not say the Government is not
losing money on the Installation of deep
sewerage in country towns. In many in-
stances it is losing heavily. What I say
is that the people who live in country
towns which do not have sewerage can
live more cheaply than those in towns
which have deep sewerage.

Regarding extensions to hospitals in the
country, I would like to congratulate the
Medical Department on the facilities
which are to be established for the treat-
ment of patients in the country. Some

of the hospitals In the country are of a
very high standard and they are being up-
graded continually. I congratulate the
Minister on the job he Is doing; I do
this, not with the prospect of getting any
additional facilities in my district. How-
ever, we all live in hopes.

Generally speaking, the main problem
affecting the country districts, as Mr.
Baxter so aptly put it, is the cost spiral.
Mr. Baxter concluded his speech by re-
ferring to the cost structure; it is not
the cost structure which worries me, but
the ever-increasing cost spiral. Unfor-
tunately the man on the land has to
absorb the rises, because he cannot pass
them on to the consumer. A storekeeper
can absorb the rise by adding a little to
his prices, and a doctor can do likewise
by increasing his fees, but when it comes
to the farmer he has to absorb the rise
himself because his products are sold on
the open market.

The Hon. J. Dolan: The ordinary worker
is in the same position. He cannot pass
on any increase in his costs.

The Hon. S, T. J, THOMPSON: The
ordinary worker is not in the same posi-
tion. His wages are adjusted periodically.
.and to a degree the rise in costs is offset.
The only way the farmer can offset the
rise in costs is to increase production, and
he is doing this continually.

We have reached the stage where we
cannot increase production any further,
especially when there is talk of wheat
quotas. It looks as though we will finish
up with quotas for many primary products..
I think Mr. Wise, when speaking on an-
other Bill, said that perhaps the time had
come for us to look at orderly marketing
schemes in Western Australia. if we
should reach the stage where there have
to be quotas for the production of wheat,
fat lambs, and other primary products, I
do not know how the farmer will fare. He
will not be able to carry on unless he is
heavily subsidised by some section of the
community.

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf: Should we not
do more to stimulate markets?

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Perhaps
that is the answer. If More of our wheat
could be sold it would be a help. Rather
than apply restrictions, something on the
lines suggested by the honourable member
is more desirable from the farmers' point
of view.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The people could
eat more bread.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Yes, but
the doctors tell us to eat less starch, and
therefore the consumption of bread and
potatoes has declined. At the present time
the picture in the farming areas of the
State is not very bright. A considerable
amount of capital has been invested in
these areas over past years, and some
properties have been purchased at very
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high figures; consequently some of these
purchasers are paying a tremendous
amount in interest. The farmer who owns
his Property and does not have to pay
interest may be doing all right. I do not
place only the small farmer in the category
of those who are struggling, because many
of the big farmers are also struggling.
There are many economic small units
which will pull through, but their success
will hinge on the amount of interest that
has to be Paid and on how much the
Properties have been overcapitalised.

Unfortunately, in the past few years the
farmers have tended to overcapitalise and
that overcapitalisation is catching up with
them today. The farming community sur-
vived the depression, which was a worse
period than the situation facing us today.
Conditions are very much better today and
I would hate to see a return to the condi-
tions which existed in 1929 and 1930. 1
took up my own property in 1929 and I
would not like to see young people starting
off today under the same conditions which
I faced and which, I think, Mr. Logan
also faced.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I went back to
my farm in October, 1929.

The H-on. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Quite
frankly, I do not think that some of the
Young People of today would stand for
the conditions we experienced.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It would be of
benefit to some of them.

The I-on. S. T. J. THOMPSON: I hope
it never comes about. Today we have to
be very careful and look at every aspect
of the cost structure. The road mainten-
ance tax has been worrying the farming
community for quite a while. I think de-
bate took place on this matter in another
place last week. The tax is of great con-
cern. particularly to people who transport
stock from places such as Esperance. Un-
fortunately, the charges have been estab-
lished and it is always difficult to have
them reduced.

In particular, we have to look at the
road maintenance tax and the probate
duty situation as they affect the tanners
at the present time. If we can do some-
thing to alleviate those two charges on the
farming community we will make the lot
of the future generation much happier.
With those few remarks I support the Hill.

THE HON. CLIVE GRIFFITHS (South-
East Metropolitan) (3.2 p.m.]: I wish to
make a few comments on this Bill. I com-
mence by saying that I agree with the
remarks made by Mr. Dolan when he re-
ferred to the provision being made for
the erection of 12 new schools, of
which five will be constructed in the pro-
vince represented by Mr. Dolan and
myself. It is very gratifying, indeed, to
know that those schools will be built. I
am sure that Mr. nolan has shared the

stress and strain which I have gone
through over the last few years as a re-
sult of complaints made by people be-
cause of the lack of sufficient schoolroom
accommodation.

I wonder, of course, how much of this
work will be completed in time for the
commencement of the next school year.
It seems to me that every year since I
have been in this House I have dreaded
the fist week of school. During that
week People contact me continuously be-
cause temporary arrangements have been
made to house their children at the be-
ginning of the year. This has usually been
because work which was supposed to be
completed was not finalised by the begin-
ning of the school year.

While we will get five new schools in
our province, I hope sufficient progress
is made to ensure that they will be com-
pleted in time for the beginning of the
next school year. I do not think there
is any excuse for the schools not being
completed because even when I was at
school the school year always commenced
at the beginning of February. So it should
not come as any surprise to anybody that
the school year begins early in February.
Next year, it will be the 9th February.

It seems to me that certain matters
are not timed too well, Of course, there
are reasons for this. Building tradesmen
go on holidays over the Christmas period,
and they do not recommence in full force
until half way through January. That is
quite a lengthy period for building con-
struction to stop at the beginning of the
year. I believe this situation has existed
for many years, and the holiday period
should be provided for in the planning. As
I said, it should not come as a surprise to
anybody that the school year commences
early in February.

Whilst I am happy to see that the new
schools will be provided, and whilst I know
that the people in the areas concerned will
be Quite pleased, I hope we do not have to
face the embarrassment of having to make
excuses for the children catching buses to
go to some temporary accommodation for
the first six or eight weeks of the year. I
hope this does not occur next year.

So much for that matter. It was not
until this morning that I made UP MY
mind to speak on this measure. Some-
time during this morning I was informed
that an opportunity would present itself
for me to speak during the afternoon.
While reading this morning's issue of The
West Australian I came across an article
which rang a bell in my mind. I thought
I would gather a few items of interest
concerning the subject by going down to
the newspaper room.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Did someone
beat you to it and cut out the article?
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The Hon. CLIVE ORIFTrIHS: No. but
it amazes me that somebody had not
beaten me to the article. It is a wonder
to me that the Minister for Town Plan-
ning had not cut out the article because
I think he could well take some notice of
it, as could his colleagues in the Gov-
ernment. The article refers to a subject
which I have mentioned several times be-
fore.

It seems that over the last three or four
years I have constantly referred to the
type of housing being provided by the
State Housing Commission. In my en-
deavours to convince the Government that
the action it is taking is contrary to the
accepted standards of the Australian
people, I have gone to great lengths, both
sincerely and objectively, to place before
the H-ouse information I have gathered
from far and wide.

I have quoted authorities who are of
world-wide renown. Religiously and
meticulously I have presented in this State
the opinions of those authorities in the
hope that the Government would listen to
me. I have repeated these facts several
times, and, as I have mentioned before,
the members of this House, unfortunately,
have had to bear with mue by listening to
a repetition of these facts time and time
again over a period of three or four years.
Nevertheless, I believe I have presented
them fairly accurately, and they have
been supported also by the opinions I have
Quoted. Those opinions have been ex-
pressed by people who can claim to be
authorities in their own right on this
particular subject.

Although I have made these representa-
tions over the past three or four years, not
once has any reference been made in any
newspaper to what I have said. This has
always amazed me. I thought the reason
for this might have been that, on the first
occasion I raised the subject, I pointed
out that the leading article in one of our
daily newspapers agreed with the prin-
ciple being adopted by the State Housing
Commission. I take it that this is the
reason it did not see fit to take notice of
what I said, or the ideas I propounded in
this Chamber. So I have been content to
let the matter rest in the knowledge that
even if I may be the only one who is left
in this Chamber when the day of reckon-
Ing arrives, I will still stand up and say, "I
told You so."

So this morning, whilst eating my break-
fast and reading the newspaper, as is my
usual custom, I was somewhat surprised
to notice an article with bold black head-
lines which read, "Symposium locks at
building code." This article now appears
four years after I first raised the subject,
and since then, until the present date, no
newspaper has seen fit to wake any men-
tion of what I have said, despite the fact
that I have raised the issue twice a year
since I first put it before the House.

According to this morning's newspaper
this subject Is startling news. The sub-
ject was sufficiently important to rate a
big headline, but apparently there were
not too many other members who were in-
terested in it. because I was able to cut
the article from the newspaper in the file
room of this Parliament. To me, how-
ever. it is of nation-wide importance.

The Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf: Perhaps the
news is stale.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIF'FITHS: Perhaps
it is stale only as far as the members of
this House are concerned, but it is not
stale in the eyes of members of the public.
because no-one else has had the oppor-
tunity to listen to, or read any view con-
trary to that held by this Government.
For the information of members I will
read portion of this article, which is as
follows:-

SYMPOSIUM LOOKS AT BUILDING
CODE

The traditional housing areas would
gradually diminish till they were
available only to a lucky few, architect
David Krantz said yesterday.

He was speaking at a symposium at
the W.A. University.

The symposium, organised by the
W.A. division of the Australian
Institute for Urban Studies, was
taking a critical look at use of the
Clarke-Gazzard residential code.

Mr. Krantz said that detached
houses should be preserved as long as
possible because they were part of an
enviable tradition.

The institute will publish details of
the symposium in booklet form and
seek views on how the code can be
wade more effective.

I will not weary the House by reading the
whole of the article. In a nutshell, the
extract from the article I have quoted to
the House is precisely what I have been
advocating and espousing for four Years,
but to no avail.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: A lot of other
things were mentioned in the article in
support of the code, apart from what you
have quoted. You should give the whole
story.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFF'ITHS: The
Minister apparently has read the article,
and I trust he will use his influence now
to ensure that some of the money provided
under this Bill for use by the State Hous-
ing Commission will be expended to house
our people in a manner to which they are
accustomed by tradition, and to which
they are fully entitled. I will not speak
for another two hours on this subject and
I am sure the Minister will be tickled pink
to hear that.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: I am greatly
relieved!
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The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: Looking
at the details of the Estimates that have
been provided for us, I notice some very
interesting information. The other day
when I was speaking to another Bill relat-
ing to housing. I said that one of the major
problems that confronts me in the province
I represent, is that of housing. I mentioned
at that time, and I repeat it now, that
when I was first elected in 1965, I informed
the people who came to me with a housing
problem and complaining that their turn
had not been reached, that the State Hous-
ing Commission was dealing with applica-
tions which had been made some time in
1962 or 1983. This meant that at the time
they approached me the waiting period
was about two and a half years.

I also repeat what I have said previously;
namely, that during the period from 1965
until now this waiting period has gradually
increased until the situation has been
reached where I have to tell the people I
represent, and who approach me with a
housing problem, that the waiting period
has now extended to four and a half years.
I am very concerned about this, although
this Bill offers some hope that the position
will improve. If the number of dollars
mentioned in it are any indication I feel
that this hope may be realised.

To give members some idea why this ray
of sunshine is presented by the Bill, I will
quote a few details of the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the last
several years, because I think they do
show that there is a fighting chance that
the position may improve. In the Esti-
mates for the year ended the 30th June,
1968, it is shown that the State Housing
Commission estimate for that year was
$2,300,000.

The column next to it, which gives the
expenditure for the previous 12 months,
shows a figure of $2,690,000. So we have
lost $390,000 in those 12 months. For the
year ended the 30th June, 1969, we find
the expenditure was $2,300,000. and the
estimate for that year was also $2,300,000.
We must bear in mind that it went down
to $2,300,000 from nearly $2,700.000. If we
take into consideration the depreciation i n
the value of the dollar over that 12-month
period there is no doubt that the Housing
Commission would have built fewer homes
in the last year mentioned than it would
have done in the previous year.

This year-and this is the ray of hope
I have-we find a figure of $5,200,000 pro-
vided in the Estimates. This Bill makes
provision for $7,000,000. This would indi-
cate, of course, that there is to be a great
upsurge in the provision of houses by the
State Housing Commission. I certainly
commend the Government for this because
it more than doubles what we spent last
year, and in the two preceding years. What
we are going to spend this year is equiva-
lent to the total expenditure of the three
preceding years.

I must say, however, that I am appalled
at the type of housing on which this
money is to be spent. The Government
contends that the end justifies the means.
I am afraid I cannot go along with that.
Nevertheless, some of the people who ap-
proach me will at least have a better
chance of obtaining some sort of accom-
modation.

I do not believe we are doing the right
thing by the people: nor do I believe that
the poor Person should be penalised simply
because he does not have a great deal of
money. I am appalled to think that any-
one who is not rich but who indeed is poor
should be penalised in this fashion. I have
never believed that this should be the case
nor will I ever believe the principle should
be applied in this way. People are en-
titled to some just consideration.

As members know, this is one of the
principles of the Liberal Party; indeed, It
is one of the reasons I am a Liberal. It
is a fundamental principle of the Liberal
Party that people have the right to be
considered and the right to choose.

The Hon. R. F. Olaughton: You have
been misled.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I have
not been misled at all. I cannot quite
grasp why the Government is tending to
forget this principle in this case, though
I feel certain the Minister will assure me
that the Government has not forgotten;
and, as members know, I treasure the
Minister's advice in these matters.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: As one Griffiths
to another.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I treas-
ure very greatly indeed the Minister's
ability to convince us in these matters
and it does me a great deal of good when
I am given a reassurance by him in con-
nection with them.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You just stick
to that and you will not go far wrong.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I have,
however, always found it difficult to inter-
pret any assurances that might be given
me by the Minister when I am approach-
ed by one of my constituents who has
nowhere to live. Possibly with the
effiuxion of time I will acquire the trait
of being able to convince people that liv-
ing on the footpath is not too bad after
all!1

The Hon. V. J. Ferny: They do it out-
side the Subiaco football ground.

The Ron. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I have
already indicated that I have no real or
Personal grudge against high density
housing; indeed, I would be quite Pre-
Pared to live in a home unit or fiat; it
would not worn' me in the slightest de-
gree. But, as I have said, people should
be given the right to choose whether or
not they want to live in a flat. Because
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I do not mind living in a fiat or a home
unit does not mean that everybody else
feels the same way.

Because somebody happens to be poor
and cannot afford to purchase his home.
we should not take away his right to
choose the type of house in which he
wishes to live. I do not believe in this
principle nor. I am sure, does the Liberal
Party.

For the benefit of those who are uien-
lightened and who do not know about
these things I propose to quote from a
little booklet I carry around with me. I
am proud to take It wherever I go be-
cause I believe in the principles enunci-
ated in this book. At every opportunity
I ask people to read its contents because
there are times when people are inclined
to doubt the philosophies of the Liberal
Party. Item No. 13 states in effect that
we believe in the great human freedoms to
worship, to think, to speak, to choose , to
be ambitious, to be independent, to be in-
dustrious, to acquire skill, and to be re-
warded.

I think that is a fantastic principle and
It does me good to know it is one of the
17 principles laid down by the Liberal
Party. We believe that a person should
have the basic, fundamental right to
choose. I wonder what right a person
would have to choose when he is given
this ultimatum,

So that there may be no doubt about
the right to choose, I have made some
notes about my feelings in the matter. None
of the money being spent by the State
Housing Commission is being directed to-
wards the ordinary orthodox type of
house about which world authorities have
spoken on other occasions-indeed, Mr.
David Krantz referred to this aspect yes-
terday at a symposium. Because of the
Principle which is being followed by the
State Housing Commission of not building
the orthodox type of house we find that
a Person who applies for such accommo-
dation-that is, the traditional Australian
three-bedroomed house which most people
want these days-is told that the Housing
Commission is still dealing with applica-
tions which were lodged in May, 1965.

The commission has been dealing with
this date for so long that I have for-
gotten when it commenced doing so. It is
certainly seven to nine months since it
started dealing with the applications made
in May, 1965. The reason for this is that
this type of accommodation is not being
built; that is, the three-bedroomed units. If
an applicant is prepared to accept a fiat or
a terrace house, the situation is a little dif-
ferenit. The commission is dealing with
the applicants who applied for this type of
accommodation in December, 1965.

We talk of the right to choose. An
applicant has the right to choose what
sort of house he wants. However, I ask

members: What choice is it for some-
one who has waited so long for accom-
modation from the commission and when
his name is finally reached he is told that
he can be accommodated provided he is
prepared to take a flat? If he is not pre-
pared to accept one of these, but wants
the ordinary traditional Australian house,
his name goes back on the other list and
the applicants for that type of accomnmo-
dlation made in May, 1965, are the ones
being dealt with. That is the choice he
has.

I have read item No. 13 of We Believe-
the Liberal Party booklet, which is the
most fantastic little book I have ever had
the pleasure of reading and it contains
the most fantastic principles.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: "Fantastic"
is right!

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is the
trouble. They are fantasy!

The Hon. CLIVE QRIFFITHS: I do not
believe that, but somewhere along the
line I am finding the situation very diffi-
cult to comprehend. Item No. 14 of We
Believe reads-

We believe in social justice, in en-
couraging the strong and protecting
the weak, in widening opportunities
for education, in the preservation of
family life, in good homes owned by
those who live in them.

For the life of me I cannot relate the
situation I have just explained concern-
ing the waiting list of the State Housing
Commission and the choice people have,
with either No. 13 or No. 14 of the 17
points in which we, as Liberals, believe.
I just cannot reconcile the two.

I am becoming increasingly concerned
about this and I believe that the State
Housing Commission should take a closer
look at the situation. I commend the fact
that it will spend nearly three times as
much money on housing this year. I
certainly commend it and the Government
for accepting the fact that there is in-
deed a very grave shortage of rental
accommodation for those who apply
through the commission. However, I have
not been convinced that this expediency
will cost any less money and that we are
going to be Provided with more housing
units because of it. As a matter of fact,
I am convinced of exactly the opposite;
that is, we will indeed be provided with
fewer units.

I hate to come to this Chamber time
after time and criticise the Government
because of housing, and bore members so
much that very few remain in the
Chamber. However, I do this because I
believe that what I am saying is correct
and the day will come no doubt when I
will be able to make that statement I made
earlier-"I told you so!" But we will pay
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the penalty and future generations will
look back with dismay on what has been
done by the Housing Commission.

Earlier this session I opposed a certain
Bill and I would like to comment on a
couple of statements the Minister made
when he was replying to my remarks. I
am referring to the Architects Act Amend-
ment Hill. It will be recalled that when
speaking and making some criticism of
the Architects Board because of certain
action which had been brought to my
attention, I made a statement to the effect
that I was convinced that the Minister.
who is my leader in this House, would
make it his business to investigate
thoroughly the allegations I made, to en-
sure that he was not playing some part
in encouraging something Which left much
to be desired. I was convinced of that,
and I was therefore somewhat amazed to
find out from the Minister's subsequent
reply that he had done nothing at all
about assuring himself that my state-
ments were correct or incorrect. indeed.
he left it entirely to the Architects Board
to provide him with an answer, which he
read out to the House.

I was dismayed because I was convinced
the Minister would satisfy himself beyond
any shadow of doubt that what he was
going to read out was correct. I feel he
should have done this and I cannot under-
stand why he did not. I have not done a
great deal of research into this matter ex-
cept to read through the Minister's speech
quickly this morning. But to give an indi-
cation of what I meant when I made that
statement, I would like to read something
of what the Minister said in reply.

I had made an accusation that up to the
time the Bill was being debated on the
8th October I had not received an answer
to a letter I had written to the board on
the 7th August, 1969. 1 mentioned this to
give an indication of the total disregard
shown by the board towards people who
write letters to it. 11 emphasised this point
to indicate that the accusations made by
people who had approached me on the
subject were correct. They maintained
that they had not received answers to
letters which had been written, and the
fact that the board had not answered my
letter which had been written on the 7th
August substantiated their accusations.

I thought this would be one of the most
important things for the Minister to check.
However, when he was replying he said-

While these matters were under the
consideration of the board, and follow-
ing a telephone conversation with the
chairman, Mr. Olive Griffiths wrote to
the board.

At this point it was considered that
as the matter was receiving the con-
sideration of the board, no correspon-
dence should be entered into, other

than with those directly involved with
the investigation, until the board had
considered the full circumstances.

For a long time I could not ascertain what
the Minister meant when he made that
remark which was supposed to satisfy the
House on the point I raised. Members
must bear in mind that this House is a
House of review and the Chamber was, in
fact, reviewing legislation that had been
passed in another Place. Ultimate sanction
of the Bill in question rested upon the
arguments put forward by the Minister
and other members. We must also bear
in mind the closeness of the ultimate result
in the division which took place. When
statements are made which are not tho-
roughly checked. I believe-

The DlEPUJTY PRESIDENT: Order! The
honourable member is referring to a de-
bate which took place this session to which
he shall not allude, because the House is
not dealing with the Hill to which he is
referring. I refer him to Standing Order
389 and ask him not to continue with
this subject.

The Hon. O LIVE ORIFFTHS: Thank
you, Mr. Deputy President. I will not con-
tinue with the subject. I simply wish to
say that certain aspects of the Architects
Board still leave a great deal to be desired
as far as I am concerned.

Members must bear in mind that the
Architects Hoard places great reliance
upon the Western Australian Chapter of
the Royal Institute of Architects and, in-
deed, many of the deliberations of the
board are undertaken in conjunction with
this body with the consent and encourage-
ment of the Minister.

I simply wish to read an article which I
happened to Pick up the other day. I shall
do this to give an indication of what the
Royal Institute of Architects thinks about
its responsibilities to the people. The
article appears in a magazine called The
Architect and is on page 56 of the Septem-
ber, 1969, issue of that publication. It
reads-

The Editor,
Sir,

Involvement in Litigation.
According to Chapter News No. 110

"Chapter Council recommends that
members of the Institute would be
well advised to avoid becoming in-
volved in problems related to building
contracts where no architect has been
employed initially. Council confirms
that the Institute has no responsibility
to the public in this sense."

Members must bear in mind that one of
the Problems I mentioned to the House
concerned a person who had not originally
engaged an architect. Incidentally, I had
not mentioned this particular case exten-
sively during the course of the dabate on
the Hill to which you, Sir, referred a short
time ago, but when the Minister replied
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he referred mainly to this case because he
surmised it was the case I had in mind,
even though I had mentioned it sparingly.
As I say, we must bear in mind that the
situation was this: the person had engaged
an architect to look after his interests only
after the foundations of the structure had
been laid and he foresaw the possibility of
some problems. It was for this reason
that he engaged an architect to look after
his interests.

The institute has
that they have no
Public in regard to
this.

advised its members
responsibility to the
a situation such as

Sitting suspended from 3.48 to 4.7 p.m.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Before
the afternoon tea break I was about to
read the remarks made by a person who
wrote a letter to the September issue of
The Architect. He said-

By analogy this would suggest that
a professional medical man should
never consent to correct a mistake
made by the local quack or backyard
abortionist. Surely it is the duty of
an architect to apply his knowledge
and skill in any instance wvhere it is
applicable and even especially in cases
where a building owner has mistakenly
entered into a contract without the
services of an architect and has since
seen the light.

FRED McCARDELL.

I do not know who Fred Mcardell is
but I have an idea that he is indeed an
architect, although I may not be correct
in saying that. If he is an architect then
I commend him for the statement he made
in relation to the recommendation made
by his institute concerning architects
accepting engagements from people who
had originally commenced to build a
structure without the services of an archi-
tect. I fail to understand how the Insti-
tute of Architects can make a statement
such as that and send it out in its
Chapter News No. 110, warning members
that they had no responsibility to the
public in this regard.

I suggested previously that these are
the very people who wanted to have a
greater say in deciding what penalties
should be imposed on wayward architects.
If the institute has this view on a subject
such as this then, goodness gracious me,
I think it leaves a lot to be desired. 1
certainly commend Mr. Fred McCardell for
his stand and for writing the letter which
appeared in this magazine pointing out
that, as far as he was concerned, he did
not agree with the view of the institute.

I will leave that subject for the time
being and conclude by saying that I sup-
port this Bill and commend the Govern-
ment for the amount of money it is mak-
ing available for the two matters of which
I spoke Previously. I1 commend the Gov-
ernment, firstly, for the allocation of
money to education which has been in-
creased to something like $10,000,000,
which is an increase of nearly $2,000,000
over the previous year which, in turn, was:
an increase of $1,000,000 over the year be-
fore. I am certainly Pleased to see this, and
I am happy that it will go a long way to-
wlards alleviating the problem which exists
in our community. I commend the Govern-
mient also for the amount of money it is
making available for housing, but I remark
that I do not agree with the type of hous-
ing on which the money is being spent.
Apart from that I support the Bill.

THlE HON. F. Rt. H. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) [4.12 pi.m.]: I wish to raise
a few matters in speaking to this Bill. One
point which has caused me a considerable
amount of worry is the future of the bridge
which crosses over the Mitchell Freeway
at the corner of George and Hay Streets.
Members will recall that twice I asked a
series of questions regarding the number of
accidents that have occurred at this corner
since the 16th May, and I received replies
from the Minister which were no doubt
factual.

In my humble opinion-not being a con-
struction engineer or a civil engineer-as
a person involved with traffic for a long
number of years, and having made an in-
formal study of this matter overseas in
1967, not one of those accidents would
have occurred had the planners of this
bridge adopted the principle which they
adopted on the other side of the bridge
with regard to the heavy flow of traffic
from Murray Street moving towards the
Bailey bridge which goes across to the
Kwinana Freeway. If any member is
interested enough to walk down and
look at the situation he will find that
at no time should it have been con-
templated that traffic moving north
from the open-cut side of the freeway
should cross over Hay Street. If members
look at the complex they will find three
openings; one takes traffic from Murray
Street underneath Hay Street on the east-
ern side and then over the freeway. The
other two are the underways which have
not yet been used because the freeway
has not been'extended across the railway
line.

The opening to which I refer on the
western side does not take traffic under-
neath Hay Street, but takes it across Hay
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Street at the same level, causing conflict
with the four lanes of traffic coming up
Hay Street, regardless of the traffic lights.
'This should never have occurred in a
structure of this magnitude.

I do not think anybody who looked at
the position would disagree with what I
am saying. There is nothing wrong with
allowing the traffic which wishes to turn
into Hay Street and proceed west from
continuing to do so. It is not that traffic
which constitutes a danger. It is the traffic
wishing to proceed north, which at
the moment has to cross over Hay Street,
that causes accidents. However, even at
this stage there is no logical reason for
not reconstructing this area. I realise it
would cost a considerable sum of money
to do this, but it would be money well
spent, particularly when we realise what
it must have already cost insurance com-
panies, and the people involved in acci-
dents through loss of time.

I realise that the Main Roads Depart-
ment has done everything possible, apart
from reconstructing the intersection, by
installing lights, but they have not com-
pletely rectified the position. Even after
the lights were installed accidents con-
tinued to happen and after certain ques-
tions were asked-I asked some myself in
August-the light sequence was altered.
This has eased the posidtion but it has not
completely stopped accidents from hap-
pening.

As Mr. Cive Griffiths said, it is probably
with a feeling of pride that after one has
raised a subject something is done about
it in five or six years' time. However, why
something is not done straightaway when
certain matters are raised in this House,
I do not know. Everyone of us in this
Chamber is a motorist and would realise
what is happening with vehicles that come
from the Narrows Bridge and wish to pro-
ceed to the north of the city. After one
passes over H-ay Street one meets, at the
same level, at the corner where the George
Hotel is situated, all the traffic coming
down Murray Street and proceeding to the
east.

In my travels overseas, through Europe
and the United Kingdom, I did not see
anything as beautiful as the bridgework
that has beenl comp!ieted for the freeway
system. But it seems to be wasted with
the traffic wishing to proceed northwards
having to drive up a hump and cross over
Hay Street. Surely we have men with
sufficient engineering knowledge to be able
to devise a better system than that. I
have a friend who is a construction en-
gineer. He lives in South Perth and he
is preparing a plan for me which I had
hoped to present to Parliament today.
However, I shall take it to the Main Roads
Department for the consideration of the
departmental engineers. It seems obvious
to me that this is a point where traffic
should not be in conflict.

In Paris the authorities are building
overways and roads are being lowered so
that there will be no conflict of traffic.
The same thing is happening in Italy.
underways and overways are being built,
and even in Scotland this is being done.
Surely our engineering knowledge was of
a sufficiently high standard in 1968 for us
to devise some better method than the one
that has been adopted at the corner of
which I am speaking.

It might be said: "What does Fred
Lavery know about it? He is only another
member of Parliament." But surely this
is the place where these matters should be
aired and departmental officers should
take some notice of what we say. We are
not mentioning these things purely for the
sake of talking. We see what is happen-
ing and we mention these things in the
hope that something will be done. I cer-
tainly hope that in this connection action
will be taken before many more accidents
occur. We may be told that the depart-
ment wishes to finish the Hamilton inter-
change first-before it does anything
about this other matter. But how many
people will be hurt, and how many
accidents will happen in the meantime?
However, it is nothing to do with me, I
suppose, if the department is not prepared
to do anything about it.

Having made that protest, I want to
discuss a subject that members must be
tired of hearing me refer to-I mean
housing. This is a subject which Mr. Clive
Griffiths spoke about today and in his
speech he referred to many of the things
to which I wanted to refer. Before he
spoke I had made certain notes which I
intended to use but now I shall speak
about the question in a general way. The
honourable member referred to the manner
in which homes are allocated to people and
I have to endorse his remarks about the
State Housing Commission.

Last year or the year before the com-
mission did conduct a survey in an en-
deavour to assess the position because of
the huge number of applications that it
had. As Mr. Olive Griffiths said, some
people have been waiting for four and five
years and still have not been allocated
homnes. I have two cases in this category.
In one instance the applicant, because of
his occupation and his wish to educate his
child in a certain area, stated on the ap-
plication form that he wished to live in
the Bentley area. The form was lodged
in 1965 and there is a husband, wife, and
a daughter 16 in the family. This person
has been told that his turn has now been
reached but he can only be allocated a
home in Balga. In this instance I am
speaking of rental accommodation.

This man has been told that he must
go to the new rental units that are being
built at Balga-these are the units where
the amenities are downstairs and the bed-
rooms are upstairs. Surely, as Mr. Clive
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Griffiths said, an individual has the right
to say where he wants to live and some
notice should be taken of his request. This
man said to the commission, "I do not
want to live in Balga and as I have an
application for a purchase home, also
lodged in 1965, and I want to live on the
other side of the river, near Bentley, can
I be considered for a purchase home?"
S5ut the commission has told him that he
has seven days in which to 'make up his
mind and if he does not accept the accom-
modation offered at Balga he will go to the
bottom of the list. let me just say that
he did not accept the offer.

This man is a truck driver and today a
truck driver's wages are in the vicinity of
$48 a week. He has saved $800 towards a
deposit on a home which he hopes he may
be allocated in February or March. At
the moment he is living in Subiaco in a
house that is 50 years old and he Is paying
$22 a week rent. His is not an isolated
case and yet we are told that an individual
has his rights.

I was delighted to hear Mr. Clive
Griffiths read to the House idberal Party
policy in regard to housing. I would like
him to hear the Labor Party policy on
housing. The preamble to that policy
reads-

The aim of a Labor Government
would be to ensure that every family
can secure accommodation of its own
choosing and appropriate to its own
needs.

The wording is much the same as the
Liberal Party policy and, I would say, the
phraseology is exactly the same as Mr.
Clive Griffiths read out.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You will find
another thing, too: It will operate in
exactly the same way.

The Hon. F. H. H., LAVERY: Whether
that is right or not, I do know.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It must be.
The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY-, I have the

whole policy here if anybody wishes to
read it. I would even be prepared to lay
it on the Table of the H-ouse because Lab-
or never hides its policy. In view of what
we hear in the radio, see on TV, and
read in the Press I am wondering whether
we have not reached the stage in West-
ern Austraiia, or for that matter the whole
of Australia, where the individual is be-
ing told what he shall do, when he shall
do it, how he shall do it. and why be
shall do it.

The other evening I made a comment
about the Minister for Education. I said
that the stage had been reached where
the department was running the Minister
instead of the Minister running the de-
partment; and I am wondering whether
the same thing is not happening at the
Housing Commission. So far as the staff
of the Housing Commission is concerned.

I do not think anyone in this Chamber
would have a word to say against any
of them, from the manager down. How-
ever, it is the policies being adopted about
which we complain, particularly those in
regard to directing a tenant where he
shall live. In this regard I am not talk-
ing about the tenant who gets emergency
accommodation. He must go where he is
sent; I agree with that. However, the
person who has waited his turn and who
is paying an exorbitant rent because
Parliament saw fit in 1954 to get rid of
rent control, should be able to live where
he wants to live.

Young people today are finding it ter-
ribly difficult to save for a deposit on a
house, particularly when they earn $60 a
week or less, and it seems that when a
State Housing Commission home becomes
available under the State Housing Act,
these people will not get anywhere.

In the 196 7-68 report of the Housing
Commission, at page 9, under the head-
ing, "General Comments," the following
appears:-

Total completions of houses and
fiats by all sources for the State for
the 12 months ended the 3Mt June,
1968, were 12,250 units,

That is quite so but the State Housing
Commission did not build 12,250 units; the
State Housing Commission built 1,557
units, and if the figure is taken to the
11th April, 1969 we find-

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise drew attention
to the state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I was

about to refer to the figures in the annual
report of the State Housing Commission
for 1967-68. According to the diagram on
page 12, 1,557 houses were built under
group and individual contracts, of which
only 824 were built for rental purposes;
346 were built under the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement, or under the
workers' home section; 52 were built for
individuals under the State Housing Act;
141 were built as war service homes; 181
were built by the Government Employees'
Housing Authority and other Government
departments; and 131 were built by chari-
table organisations. That being the posi-
tion, how will Western Australia be able
to keep up with the demand for housing?

I appreciate that of the 12,250 houses
which were built in the whole of the State
in the 1967-68 period, the number built
by the private sector represented a great
proportion of the 12,250. This being a
private enterprise Government, it suits the
Government to get private enterprise to
build the vast majority of homes. Where
the Government is falling down Is that it
has not put a proposition to the private
sector to help the Housing Commission to
accommodate outstanding applicants on
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the commission's lists by making available
homes at an economic rental, instead of
at a huge profit.

I know of instances where people are
paying $25 to $28 a week rent for a
house. In one case the person Is an em-
ployee of the State Government. Unfor-
tunately he Is earning $75 a week, which
is higher than the permissible income to
become eligible for a Housing Commission
home. The housing situation is so grave
that the Government must expect, and
must continue to expect, criticism from
the public for its activities.

On page 9 of the 1967-1968 annual re-
port the following appears:-

Notwithstanding the completion fig-
ure of 12,250 which represents an
increase of 22.3% over the previous
record Year the demand for both ren-
tal and purchase housing continues to
rise particularly from the lower in-
come groups who look to the Com-
mission to meet their housing require-
ments through either a need or a
desire to take advantage of the fav-
ourable rentals and finance available
from the Commission as compared to
alternative sources.

The people have no source from which to
obtain assistance, other than the State
Housing Commission.

Let me refer to the step that has been
taken by the Government to take the load
off the Housing Commission by offering a
rebate of 1 per cent, in the interest rate
to people whose names are on the Hous-
ing Commission's lists and who can obtain
finance from the building societies.

The other evening I mentioned three
cases, and since then I have got In touch
with the people concerned. I have asked
them to make further inquiries. They did
so, but they have informed me that they
have no hope of getting the finance for
building from the permanent building
societies, because they have less than 10
per cent. of the purchase price to pay as
a deposit. Those three People have $1,000,
$800, and $600 respectively to pay as a
deposit. They were told by the building
societies that although the building soci-
eties were prepared to bend a little to
assist them, they had to be fair to thL-
applicants who had 10 per cent. to 20 per
cent. of the purchase Price as a deposit.

The Government should take notice of
what Is happening In respect of housing.
This is not far from 1971, to the next
election. The Government will have to
take extreme measures to cope with the
housing shortage if its wants to remain in
office, because 49 per cent. of the people
of Australia told the Government a fort-
night ago that they were not satisfied
with what the Government was doing for
the ordinary people.

I wonder how long the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority will continue
with its bluff. Six or seven years ago I
made the statement in the House that the
M.R.P.A. was the cause of the high cast
of land, and I have not been Proved to be
wrong. What I said on that occasion has
been borne out by the report which ap-
peared in the Press this morning in respect
of the land in the Cannington-Armadala'
corridor. This makes me think that what
Mr. Beazley said at a public meeting in
Forrest Place is correct, and there is some-
thing criminal going on in regard to this
situation. Some investigation should be
carried out by the Crown Law Department.

It does appear that as soon as there is
an inkling that an area, on which the State
Housing Commission is desirous of building
houses, is to be developed the price of land
rises very sharply. I made the statement
six Years ago that by its refusal to agree
to subdivisions because of the cast involved
in extending the services-water, sewerage,
and electricity-the M.R.P.A. contributed
to inflation. The Minister for Local Gov-
ernment took me to task on that occasion
and said that I was making a charge
against the officers of his department un-
der the privilege of Parliament. I was
speaking of the system, and not of the
officers of his department. I am repeating
again it is the system that is wrong.

The department can assist in the de-
velopment of land which lies within a
25-mile radius of the city centre: but I
suggest that if it is given power to sanc-
tion developments in certain areas it might
lead to large land speculators getting inside
information. Often we read in the Press
that a certain area will be developed, that
a syndicate has been formed, and that sites
for schools, shopping centres, and housing
have been set aside. This happens because
either the speculators who are publicising
the development are acting fraudulently in
telling the people that they can buy the
land-as happened recently in the case
of the G.OL.D. development-or because
someone in the Town Planning Depart-
ment or the Lands Department is allowing
the information to leak out. I am not
resorting to parliamentary privilege when
I say this: I will say it outside the Chamn-
ber. as Mr. Beasley did in Forrest Place.

The report of the M.R.P.A. which was
Published in the Press yesterday is a red
herring to Provide a little more time to
enable other syndicates to come in. While
the Price of the land is being stabilised,
what will happen in five years' time when
development takes place? A number of
firms intend to establish branches in my
electorate. Myers or David Jones intend to
build a large shopping complex there
within five years. The firm concerned is
prepared to spend $3,000,000 on this
shopping complex. I would Point out that
the land has not yet been subdivided, so
somebody must be letting the cat out of
the bag. The time has come for people to
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speak up against the M.R.P.A.'s decision;
it should not be opening up the Can-
nlngton-Armadale corridor only, but other
areas within a radius of 25 miles of the
city centre.

MY conscience will not allow me to sleep
when I think of what the price of land
is today. Even a person earning $100 a
week cannot save enough for a deposit on
a house. How then will young couples be
able to Purchase land and build a house?
How will the young men after their dis-
charge from the Army-those who did not
go overseas to serve In Vietnam-be able
to obtain houses? The only source which
they can tap is the Housing Commission.

According to the annual report of the
State Housing Commission only 824 houses
for rental purposes, and 346 houses under
the Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment were built in the 1967-68 period.
This is niot the rate of home building
which the people expect in 1969. 1 refer
again to the annual report, on Page 9 of
which appears the following:-

During the year under review 1,557
houses and flats were completed by
the Commission under all schemes
bringing the total completions since 1st
July, 1944, to 46,154. In addition a
further 1,570 units were under con-
struction at the 30th June, 1968.

In another part of the report the total
number of houses built by the Jr7ousing
Commission up to 1968 is shown. The
total is over 51,000. and therefore the
commission exercises control in one form
or another over that number of houses.
The houses which were acquired by the
people in 1944, or 25 years ago, would be
well on the way to being paid off.

This will not help the situation which is
being brought about by the increase in
population. 1 think the increase was up
5.1 per cent. last year. The report went
on to say that, subject to funds being made
available, Investigations will be made into
the feasibility of erecting flats to accom-
modate elderly women who by virtue of
survivorship, are now the sole occupants
of a number of large rental homes de-
signed and built for family occupation.
The summary of the report shows that
widows are living in 350 homes. I dis-
cussed this matter with the Minister about
three years ago; and, in my own district,
at Willagee, 24 widows are occupying
homes.

I give full credit to Mr. O'Neil for the
proposition he put to those people. He
offered them flat accommodation; some
accepted but some did not. The Min-
ister could not force the people to take
the flats, and he had no intention of forc-
ing them. However, those people occupy
only 350 homes out of 51,000. That num-
ber includes, of course, war service homes
and workers' homes.

Referring to the Point made by Mr. Syd
Thompson, there are only 243 husband-
and-wife applicants on the files of the
State Housing Commission. The report
also contains a summary of the survey
carried out amongst applicants for State
Housing Commission assistance. Amongst
the questions asked were: place of birth;
term of residence in Australia, five years
or under; age group; period of marriage;
family size: income of the husband and
wife: and income from other sources. That
was a very comprehensive survey and the
Housing Commission should receive full
credit for tidying up the waiting list to
see which applicants were still eligible.

Having got the information, what has
the Housing Commission done to improve
the situation? It is building the complex
at Bentley, and according to the picture in
the annual report, it will look rather
beautiful. Whether it will be beautiful to
live in I do not know. Also, houses are
being built at Balga and some have been
built in my district at Coolbellup and
Calista. However, the type of house which
is being built is no different from the
slums which Mrs. Hutchison and I saw in
1967 while in Manchester.

I do not have much time left to speak
in Parliament, but I am using that time to
point out the situation which has arisen.
The Government has to take notice of
this situation, the same as it took notice
of the people who spoke against the Alfred
Cove reclamation. If the Government had
agreed to the appointment of a Select
Committee with regard to that project it
might have proceeded with the scheme.
However, the public spoke up and the
Government took notice.

The Public also spoke up about the brick
edifice-the Barracks Archway-in front
of Parliament House, and the Government
took notice. I am now asking the Gov-
ernment to take notice of the Plight of
the young People who have young child-
ren, and who cannot wait four or five
years for the State Housing Commission
to provide them with houses. Those people
are paying $25 to $30 a week for accom-
modation of a poor standard. The time
has arrived when the Government has to
do something.

It Is all very well to read in the Esti-
mates that $1,000,000 will be spent by the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, and $1,000,000
will be spent on water supplies. Surely the
Government can do what Mr. Graham
did when he was Minister for Housing. Mr.
Graham told the people of the State, the
State Executive of the Labor Party, the
Carpenters and Joiners Union, and the
people who supplied the materials, that he
would build 7.000 houses no matter what;
and he built them. If the present Govern-
ment would take that action for Just one
year it would reduce the backlog which
exists today.
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I amn sorry I have taken up so much
time but I point out that the Govern-
ment has been in office for 10 years and
it has got further and further behind with
housing. The Goverrnent is building a
better type of house, but the costs have
increased greatly.

That brings me to the point that I won-
der whether the Chifley Government was
wrong when it asked the people of Aus-
tralia to agree to price fixing. The people
did not agree, but they listened to Mr.
Menzies (now Sir Robert Menzies) when
he said he would put value back into the
pound. That value is not back yet, and
it is not likely to be put back.

Mr. Syd Thompson said he was pleased
to see that more money would be spent
on the abattoirs. The Country Party has
been part of the coalition Government for
10 years and it is the Country Party's
fault if not enough money has been spent
on the abattoirs.

It is this Government's fault if the
State Rousing Commission is criticised in
the way Z have criticised it this afternoon.
I feel I have a duty to the People who
cannot get homes, and who are rearing
children. Those people have to raise
$3,000 if they want to get a loan from a
building society. I do not want to blow
my bags in this Chamber if nobody Is to
take any notice. I sincerely appeal to the
Government to make money available to
the Minister for Housing (The H-on. D2. H.
O'Neil) and he will do the job.

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) (4.53 p.m.l: I have a few
comments to make on the Loan Estimates
regarding matters of interest to me and
my province. Firstly, on the subject of
education, 1 am pleased to see that a new
high school is to be built at Balga, and
that a prevocational centre is to be built
at the Scarborough High School.

When I first came to this House I asked
some questions on the matter and I sug-
gested that more use could be made of the
facilities of the prevocational centres for
classes outside the normal school curri-
culum. It was brought to my notice that
the parents of some of the children who
were attending the prevocational centre at
Mirrabooka had become interested in what
was> being done. Those parents would
have liked to be able to use the facilities
themselves.

I think there is considerable scope for
this type of building to be used by people
who want to change their occupation.
People should be able to use the centres
to develop an interest in a new type of
trade. I am Pleased to see that more pre-
vocational centres; will be built in the met-
ropolitan area and I am especially pleased
to see that one will be built at Scar-
borough. This is the type of development
associated with high schools about which
we can be very pleased. They provide an

avenue for children who are essentially
not academic, and who sometimes are
failures in their school life.

A primary school will also be built at
North Ealga, and another in the northern
limits of my province, at West Sorrento. A
new primary teachers' college will be erec-
ted at Mt. Lawley and I hope the depart-
ment will be able to obtain the required
number of students for that centre.

Some comments have been made on the
effect of the teachers' strike on enrolments.
and whether the strike was a wise move
by the teachers. I feel that although the
strike had some effect on recruitment,
the action taken by the union was for a
purpose. No-one else was in a position
to draw the attention of the public to the
situation which had developed. The union
was able to comment, In a professional
way, on what was being done. It was with
real concern for the education system
that the action was taken by the union.
The strike may have had some short-term
side effects, but in the long term it was
an action which had to be taken.

Provision has also been made for the
extension of sewerage facilities in the
North Metropolitan Province. The exten-
sions will take place in the Scarborough
and Hamersley schemes. Here again, I
feel that the Government is missing an
opportunity to open up first-class suburban
residential land in close proximity to ser-
vices which already exist. I refer to the
area near Herdsman Lake, along Pearson
Street. I am told that the development of
this area would require the extension of
the pumping equipment to move the
sewerage into the main scheme. I am
sure that any expenditure would be well
repaid by making the land available.

An extensive fiat development was pro-
posed but it has faded away because of
the problems associated with financing the
sewerage system. To allow people to build
In that area, and install septic tanks, would
merely create another problem associated
with pollution of the ground water sup-
plies. That would create more problems
which would require additional finance to
overcome.

I am unable to find any provision for
the movement of the poultry research sta-
tion from the same area. I believe a site
has been set aside at Medina, but unless
facilities are made available in that area
then the research station must remain
where it is. Here again, the research sta-
tion is situated on first-class residential
land which is being used uneconomically.

I also note provision for ground water
development at South Onangara and Mir-
rabooka; also, provision for a water treat-
ment Plant at Mirrabooka. I believe de-
velopment will come to a halt in the
Hamersisy area because of the difficulty
of obtaining water supplies. I hope the
scheme mentioned in the Estimates is
designed to make that provision.
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Like several other speakers, I am con-
cerned about the provision of housing by
the State Housing Commission. I do not
altogether agree with Mr. Cive Griffiths
that flat development in itself is bad. I
think there is a place for it, but at the
moment it has pride of place and single-
unit housing is not receiving the attention
it deserves. I am also pleased to note the
willingness of the Housing Commission to
experiment with different types of houses,
such as the terrace houses at Balga. The
growing suburban sprawl means that
people will have further and further to
travel to their Place of employment and
therefore this type of development must
take place so that people may be able to
reside fairly close to the city. However, this
objective need not be accomplished solely
by flat development. There are other types
of high density accommodation which
permit people to live in their own self-
contained units amid pleasant surround-
ings,

I am also pleased to note that provision
is made in the Estimates for the com-
mencement of a new Museum building.
Money has been set aside for this under-
taking to be commenced in this financial
year. I repeat what I have said before;
namely, I would be better pleased to see
some overall plan of development showing
this cultural centre linked with the com-
mercial development of the city, so that it
becomes part and parcel of our town plan-
ning for the whole area. I have noted
that in this morning's issue of The West
A-ustralian a similar reference was made
to this by a visiting town planning archi-
tect. With those few remarks I1 support
the Bill.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropoitan-Minister for Mines) [5.3
pm.]: I do not propose to take very long
in replying to the debate, but I feel con-
strained to make one or two comments.
First of all, it would seem that a number
of members this afternoon have been in-
terested in the debate on wheat quotas in
another place.

The Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: That is very
obvious.

The Ron. A. F. GRIFFITH: Partly, this
is the reason that a quorum had- to be
called for a short time ago- The Loan
Hill is one of three pieces of legislation
on which members have an opportunity
to express themselves on a number of
diversified subjects. The other two Bills
are the Appropriation Bill and the Supply
Bill. As usual, this afternoon, a number
of subjects have been canvassed. We have
heard you, Mr. Deputy President, express
your sentiments on the cost of various
items, and we have heard Mr. Berry on
the taxation zone allowance which is
granted to those people residing north of
the 26th parallel. I am afraid, however,
as I indicated to the honourable member
during question time on one occasion, the

Commonwealth Government has turned a
deaf ear to any request by the State Gov-
ernment for a further extension of this
zone allowance.

Generally speaking, Mr. Claughton seems
very pleased with the Estimates, but I
could not help but think that, whilst I
heard the honiourable member say how
pleased he was that $1,000,000 was to be
spent on the construction of a new
Museum building, and heard some other
member say how pleased he was that a
sum of money was to be expended in
another direction, all of this adds up to
a fairly substantial total. As you know,
Sir, the State Government obtains its
money from several sources. First of all,
it obtains money from the Commonwealth
Government by way of taxation reim-
bursement. It receives money for main
roads by way of reimbursement from the
collection of petrol tax. Loan funds
obtainable from the Commonwealth repre-
sent a major source of finance. The
State is then obliged to raise its own
revenue.

I suppose portion of the theme I am now
about to explain to members will have to
be reiterated by me when the Stamp Act
Amendment Bill comes before this House
for consideration. I expect the Govern-
ment will receive a blast during the debate
on that Bill, because its objective is to
impose another form of taxation to help
supplement the finances of the State by
collecting $1,000,000 here and $1,000,000
there, and the money that Mr. Clive
Griffiths, and Mr. Lavery have complained
about in respect of housing expenditure-

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I never com-
plained about any money.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFIT'H: The honour-
able member expressed the view that he
was quite. pleased that a figure of $5,200,000
was provided in the Estimates this year
for housing. He also said he was con-
cerned about the fact that he did not get
any publicity in the newspaper for the
statements he had made on housing, but
for what reason, I do not know. I found
that I obtained a little comfort from the
fact that he did not get much publicity,
because I was afraid that his remarks may
have been attributed to me.

The Hon. F. J, S. Wise: That feeling
could be mutual.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: At times
it could be. I do not object to criticism.
However, when one is criticised I think one
is entitled to expect that some logical
alternative is put forward to solve the
problem. This afternoon I have not heard
many solutions being presented by Mr.
Cive Griffths to alleviate the housing
problem. That honourable member fol-
lows the usual course of standing up in
his place as a good Liberal to tear strips
off the Government. He seems to gain
infinite pleasure in doing this.
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The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Not at all.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: It must
be borne in mind that be Is a member of
the Government and has Liberal endorse-
ment.

The Hon. F. Rt. Hf. Lavery: He is a
courageous young man.

The. HaIn. A. F. GRIFFITH: Permit me
to express what I have in mind. I will
offer him a little advice, but whether he
will take any heed or not is another matter.
The honourable member has a miscon-
ceived idea that the Government will spend
$5,200,000 this financial year on housing,
because such will not be the case.
For the information of members I will now
quote some facts and figures from the notes
that were prepared for the minister for
Housing on the Loan Bill. They read as
follows-

Last financial year saw an intensi-
fication of effort in the home building
field throughout the State-a total of
16,331 units of accommodation was
completed. The Commission stepped
UP its own efforts and its completions
compared with those of the previous
year, were greater in number by some
306 dwellings while at the 30th June,
1969, there were also 2,240 units under
construction.

During 1969-70 the Commission will
complete the 2,240 units mentioned
and will commence work on a further
3.900 units of which it Is anticipated
approximately 1,210 will be ready for
occupation by the end of the financial
year making the total estimated com-
pletions for this year-3450. This
almost doubles the performance of the
Previous Year.

Mr. Lavery has asked: Why does not the
Government do something to relieve the
housing situation? Why does not the
Government do this or do that? Do you
know, Sir, that we have a better housing
record in Western Australia than any
other State in the Commonwealth?

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: That does
not make it nearly sufficient.

The Hon. A. F. GRITH: Do YOU
know, Sir, that Japan was the country
that led the world in the production of
housing? In 1968 that country built 16
units per thousand of population. Western
Australia in 1068-69 built 16.9 units per
thousand of population, which exceeded
the figures for all the other States, which
are as follows:-

New South Wales ....... 10.1
Victoria............10.5
Queensland...............9.6
South Australia..... ....... .... 7.3
Tasmania...... .... ... .... .... 8.5

Therefore, surely our efforts to house the
people of this State must be more than
reasonable in comparison with those of
other States! By the same token, this
State is experiencing a huge influx of
population, at a rate greater than that of
any other State.

The Hon. F. Rt. H, Lavery: It Is 5.6 per
cent. increase. I think.

The Hon. A. F. GRiITH: I do not
think It is as high as that. That would be
a tremendous rate of increase in popula.-
tion. However, it is 4 per cent, plus.
which, in any language, is a terrific rate
of population growth. What is the reason
for this? It is because of the general ex-
panding economy of the State and the
tremendous growth it is experiencing.

Therefore, we cannot avoid being faced
with problems of housing and rising costs.
I took a cutting from a newspaper article
the other day, the heading of which was
as follows:-

Government agrees to service pay
rise.

The Premier made an announcement that
the wage earning employees of the State
Government were to be given service allow-
ances, and the figure estimated to cover
those allowances Is $545,000. This was not
enough. The amount requested was
$3,386,000 rising to $5,550,000. Where is
the State to get that kind of money?

A little earlier, the teachers were granted
an increase in their salary which amounted
to $4,000,000. Where does the State get
that money from? There are other in-
stances of increases in the expenditure for
this, that, and the other which create a
situation that there is a constant and
greater demand for all kinds of services.

For the information of members, and
particularly for the information of Mr.
Clive Griffiths, the Government will spend
$50,400,000 on housing this year, and yet
the honourable member stands up In his
place and states that he is happy to learn
that the State Housing Commission Is to
spend $5,200,000 on housing. The advice
I give him Is that he should ensure his
criticism Is well founded before expressing
It for fear that people will read his re-
marks and gain a wrong Interpretation of
what he is saying. Turning again to the
notes prepared for the Minister for Hous-
ing. I quote the following:-

To meet the programmes referred
to the Commission envisages a total
capital expenditure of $50,400,000,
which Is to be financed from-

A Commonwealth-State$
Housing Agreement
Allocation of .... .... 11,500,000

These figures, of course, are not in the
Loan Bill.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Then why are
you quoting them?
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am merely of building in which you want to live,"
quoting them in the hope that I might in- because if we did the economics of the
culcate into the honourable member's mind whole set-up would go completely to pot.
that the sort of criticism he makes on the The State Housing Commission must
Estimates is very silly, plan its expenditure to the best possible

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The advantage. We hear criticism to the effect
Minister must keep to the Bill, that the State Housing Commission is

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will speak selling land at a great profit. Whatever
profit the commission might be makingIn the manner I have been doing so long is reflected in the $23,400,000 spent on

as It Is within the ambit of this Bill, be- land to permit more people to have houses
cause I think I should do so. in which to live.

As I was saying, to meet the programmes It sounds like a reasonable business
the commission envisages a total capital transaction to me that whenever land
expenditure of $50,400,000, which is to be becomes too expensive for the building on
financed from- it of State houses the best thing to do is to

$ sell it and acquire other land on which
Commonwealth-State Hous- State houses can be built, because these

Ing Agreement allocation 11,500.000 would then be economic units.
Additional Commnon'wealth If the commission tried to build a house

allocation for Armed Ser- costing $8,000 or $10,000 on a block cost-
vices housing 800,000 ing $8,000 or $101000) there would be a

General Loan Fund appro- complete imbalance in the economic rent
priation .. .. 4,700,000 and the proposition would just not be

Debenture borrowings to be worth while.
arranged 2,000,000 ThofiesothSteHuinCo-

Anticipated War Service Teofcr fteSaeHuigCm
Home allcatin . ,000000 mission are responsible people who aimFunds proid by00other to keep away from this sort of thing. SoFund proidedby oherit is not a bit of use for a member to

State authorities .. -4.000.000 stand up in great indignation and say
Funds generated by sale of that somebody wants to live in a particular

land and houses, princi- suburb and that somebody else wants to
pal repayments In ad- live in No. 14 in a particular street.
vance and use of cash
balances 23,400.000 1 would like to live in a better house

than the one in which I live at the
So the State Government is energising moment. It is not a bad sort of house,
and putting over $50,000,000 Into every though it is not as good as the one in
form to which it can possibly reach in which Mr. Lavery lives. But I cannot
the Interests of housing. I think It will afford to live in a better house, so I must
be agreed that is a fairly creditable continue to live where I do.
achievement on the part of the Govern-
ment. But that is not all. A number of I am glad to say that I have not been
people who apply to the State Housing obliged to approach the Housing Commis-
Commission for assistance are restricted in sioni for a house. If I were obliged to
their eligibility, because their means and do so I certainly would not expect to go to
earnings are taken into consideration in the Housing Commission and say, "I must
these allocations. Apart from this, how- have three rooms of a certain size; the
ever, there Is a wide scope of other build- house must have two bathrooms and there
ing factors that must also be taken Into must be vcrandahs back and front." In
consideration, other words, if I did, I would be asking

the Housing Commission to build a houseThose members who read the afternoon tom spcfain.
paper would know that certain sections of
the community have units which they are The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Do you know
finding difficult to sell. I will make no anybody who has said that?
comment whether this is good or bad, The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I merely
but we must consider the entire building point out that It would not be practicable
programme. for the Housing Commission to accept

I do not think it is a bit of use for such an approach; people could not make
a member to stand up and centre his such a demand.
criticism on the word "choice" which ap- When I was Minister for Housing I got
pears in the 11beral Party platform. A the Housing Commission to prepare a
similar word or words could be taken from number of standard designs, and I think
the Labor Party platform. I say this, be- this system still operates. As a result of
cause whilst we subscribe to such a this, when a man was allocated a block
philosophy In the Liberal Party we cannot of land he was given the choice of a par-
say to a man who is dependent upon the ticular design.
State Housing Commission for a dwelling, ThHo.PR..LaeyTatifr
'You may live in the exact street in which ThRo.PR.HLaeyTatifr
you want to live; at the exact number a purchase home.
at which you want to live and In the type The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes.
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The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I am only
speaking of rental homes.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: of course
it would be impossible to give a choice to
anybody who wanted to rent a house.
What sort of an economy would we have
if a man wvho wanted to rent a house
could go around and choose the one he
wanted?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: What would
be the use of giving a man a house in
Balga when he is working in Medina?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If the hon-
ourable member knew anything about this,
he would know that the State Housing
Commission endeavours to the best of its
ability to accommodate people in the
suburb in which they wish to live. But
if there is no house available in that
suburb, how in the name of creation can
the man be given a. house in that suburb?

As Minister for HIousing I had people
coming to me and saying they wanted
to live in Graylands; that was a
popular suburb because there happened
to be a bit of employment around there.
But I had to say, "You cannot live in
Graylands because all the houses in Gray-
lands are occupied and there are no more
blocks on which to build a house." That
seemed to me to be a reasonable explana-
tion of the situation.

In the case of new housing areas, large
tracts of land must be developed and the
cost to the Housing Commission must be
kept down. The cost of the block must
be kept down: the cost of the services
must be kept down, as must the cost of
the house itself; and we must see that the
man who is off ered the tenancy of the
house is in a position to pay the rent
attaching to it.

It is regrettable that it is not always
possible to say. "Each and every one of
you applicants can live exactly where
you want." The State Housing Commis-
sion would be pleased if it could satisfy
its applicants to a greater extent than it
does at the moment, but the cold hard
facts of the situation are that it is just
not possible to do this. The amount of
money made available under this Bill is
a small proportion of the total expenditure
in connection with the activities of the
State Housing Commission both under this
measure and in relation to other Govern-
ment finances and other forms of ftnan-
cial enterprise under which houses are
being built.

When we consider the growth of the
State of Western Australia and compare
that with what is being done in other
States I think It will be agreed that we
are putting up a fairly creditable perform-
ance. I have said this before and I will
say it again: We are still not altogether
satisfied.

As I said the other day when I intro-
duced the Bill which provided relief from
land tax for a number of people, we are

opening up more and more land. We are
trying to make it impossible for the man
who holds land in the broad acres to con-
tinue to hold it for purposes of profit; we
want him to subdivide it as quickly as
possible.

Perhaps we should not have given the
relief to the 25,000 people who will now
pay no land tax at all: perhaps we should
have imposed some small tax on them.
The argument against this, however, was
that because of the administrative work
involved in sending out assessments, etc.,
the Treasury would have been left with
an amount relatively smaller than would
normally have been the case. Accordingly
I close the debate by saying quite simply
that every effort is being made to provide
people with more housing.

One other matter that comes to mind is
the little Bill that was introduced the
other night-the one dealing with the sub-
sidy scheme for people to purchase houses
through the building societies. I had
trouble explaining this the other night.

The Hon, F. ft. H. Lavery., Not to me; I
understood it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am sorry
if I happened to be looking at the honour-
able member.

The Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: The people
concerned could not get the money.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is an
additional move which is not reflected in
the figures I have given this afternoon,
but it is one which sought to provide more
housing and give some form of encourage-
ment by offering people the money to en-
able them to approach the building
societies and pay 6 per cent. interest
over a limited period of years--namely, 10
instead of seven.

If I were given the opportunity to bor-
row money at 6 per cent. that would
be far preferable to having to pay an
interest rate of 7 per cent. Generally
speaking this is another form of encour-
agement and assistance which is being
provided to the housing industry.

One would be foolish to say that there
is no housing problem. We are all aware
there is a housing problem and that the
Government is doing everything it can in
this entire area of 1,000,000 square miles
to provide houses for people in one form
or another. It is the policy of the Govern-
ment to bring in the private sector to
join with it in providing more home
ownership for the people. Every effort is
being made in this direction.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Can you
induce them to keep the rents down to a
reasonable level?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The rents
charged by the State Housing Commission
are fixed according to the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement. There is no
rent control in this community, anid if
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members trace this matter back far
enough I think they will find that rent
control is one of the reasons we are
short of houses today; the building of
houses became completely unattractive as
a result of this.

I am sure that I read in the paper
only a couple of days ago that spec
builders are now having difficulty in get-
ting rid of seine of their houses.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is be-
cause of the exorbitant profits they are
making.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: How does
the honourable member know that is so?
I certainly do not know that is so and
I am sure he does not know it is so. I do
recall, however, that the people to whom
I refer were having trouble in disposing of
these houses.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: There are
millions of dollars tied up in flats and the
people concerned have gone broke.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I was re-
ferring to that article but I did not quote
from it because I would not be permitted
to do so. I thank members for their sup-
Port of the Bill. They have every
right to bring before the Governmfent
matters which they think should be con-
sidered. I have no quarrel with that. I
do feel justified, however, in defending
some of the statements made, particularly
in relation to housing.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(The Hon. F. D. Willmott) in the Chair;
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6I put and passed.

The first schedule-
The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: In his

reply to the second reading debate the
Minister implied that 1, in particular, was
not aware of the amount of money the
State Housing Commission was spending.
Indeed, I did not make any reference to
the actual amount, but in seeking to dis-
regard the main points I made, the min-
ister made great play in endeavouring to
belittle me. However, when he does read
my speech at a later stage, he will see
that I referred to this sum of money and
to the sums of money allocated in the two
previous Loan Estimates. I thought I
would mention that for the information
of the Minister.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am glad
I have been of some service.

Schedule put and passed.

The scond and third schedules put and
passed.

Preamble put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a. third time, on motion by

The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and passed.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
MARGARINE ACT

Amendment
The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE asked the
Minister for Mines:

Could he advise whether it is in-
tended this session to introduce
legislation concerning the colour
of margarine?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
I am sorry, but I have no know-
ledge of such a Bill.

The Ron, F. J. S. Wise: It has been
introduced in three States.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: All I can
say is that at this point I have
no knowledge of the intention of
the Minister for Agriculture-and
this would come under his Port-
folio-to introduce such a Bill;,
but I will ask him.

QUESTIONS (5):- ON NOTICE
1. COASTAL WRECKS

St ate Control for Protection
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF asked the
Minister for Justice:

Would the Minister be prepared
to recommend that the State Gov-
ernment should take up with the
Commonwealth Government the
question of reconciling the conflict
of laws relating to title to historic
wrecks in order to ensure that no
doubt can be cast upon the con-
stitutional effectiveness of State
legislation for their conservation
and protection?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Legislation for the preservation
and protection of historic wrecks
has now been in force in this State
for some five years and no chal-
lenge to Its constitutional validity
has been sustained. The Govern-
ment's legal advisers remain of the
view that the legislation Is con-
stitutionally valid. There is no
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reason to suppose that the effec-
tiveness of the legislation is im-
paired in any way by some sup-
posed conflict of laws. I do not
see the necessity to take this up
with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment but the matter will be
closely watched.

2. This question was postponed.

3. ARTIFICIAL BREEDING
BOARD

Financial Position
The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Min-
ister for Mines:
(1) Do the financial operations of the

Artificial Breeding Board, as
shown on page 5 of Bulletin No.
3580 issued by the Department of
Agriculture, show the following
results for the period the 1st
May. 1956. to the 3rd March,
1967:-
(a) Profit $20,584 after charging

$27,028 for administration and
$63,970 for depreciation;

(h) Surplus over operation costs
$111,510?

(2) Do the financial operations of the
board show substantial losses for
the periods the 3rd March, 1967,
to the 30th June, 1967, and the
1st July, 1967, to the 30th June,
1908?

(3) If the answers to (1) and (2) are
correct, what are the reasons for
the worsening of the financial
results since the 3rd March, 1967?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Figures are as quoted; the period

refers to the operations of the
Department of Agriculture, not the
board which commenced opera-
tions after the 3rd March, 1957.

(2) Yes.
(3) For the period the 3rd March, 1967

to the 30th June, 1967 income was
low due to seasonal fluctuations.
For the period the 1st July, 1967
to the 30th June, 1968 two major
factors contributed.
(a) All administrative costs are

now met by the board. This
now includes management,
board expenses, office staff,
equipment and sales tax. Prior
to the establishment of the
board part of this cost was
met from departmental sour-
ces.

(b) Increased cost of semen. Deep
frozen semen was Imported to
supply nominated service and
access to proven sires. This
incurred an average cost in-
crease of 82c per dose.

4. ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

Subsidies
The Hon. V. J. FERRY asked the
Minister for Mines:

In regard to the Government
grant paid to the Artificial Breed-
ing Board on the basis of $1 for
each cow submitted for first ser-
vice-
(a) is it anticipated that the

charge per cow to each farm-
er will be reduced accordingly;
or

(b,) will it be applied to reduce
the operating deficit of the
board?

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH replied:.
(a) and (b) The use of the funds

provided through this assist-
ance is a question for the
board to decide. The board
will meet next on the 17th
November.

5. This question was postponed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) 15.38
p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th
November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.39 p~.

?Lituwotatw Aagwmh~lg
Friday, the 7th November, 1969

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 11 am., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Time for Lodgm ent
THE SPEAKER: Before we start I

think I ishould correct the announcement
I made yesterday, because the situation
regarding next Tuesday's sitting has now
become clear. As members will recall, I
said yesterday that we would not know
today whether or not there would be a
sitting on Tuesday. In the circumstances
that have arisen I think I should permit
questions to be put on the notice paper.
and the time for lodging questions with the
Clerk will close half an hour after the
time of answering of questions this after-
noon.
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